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ABSTRA^CL ' ' " " , 

» To help students in an eariy-ciiildhood 

teacher-training program to work .dipectly with parents and young 
children,, an .m-home project was established for four months with 19 
families m one area of -Edmonton, Alberta. In lieu bf the regula-r ' ^ 
kindergarten lab, 6ach student was assigned to a family with one or 
more children of preprimafy age. The student, was asked to assess the 
family's behavior and n^eds a,nd to devise/technigues and materials 'to 
meet the' needs. A trial kit of learning materials was prepared - after 
•the first two visits to the home, followed 'by a second permanent kit 
for- circulation during^ the. rest 'of the project. Students arso dlanned 
.a. gBfup session which "brought togetiier. several childi^en and parents. 
Procedures used in the^project are described arid, outcomes and 
recommendatiojis summarized, along with information* on staffing and 
costs. Appendixes inplude, evaluation formsv letters of introduction 
to parents, attendance and visiting schedules, .and guestions arid 
responses for the parent . gu-estionnaire. .'Detaile'd lists of the 
materials -,used., may . be obtained separately. (SK)- 
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" SU^IARY OF >IAJ(fR. pONCLUSIONS' / \ ' < ' 
A.. AND iECOMM^JIDATlONS ' " . ' ' -y, 




;Iyresenting this .summary/ we would like to- r^terate our ^ ' 
p-osition^that-:this p.rqject was designed and carried out as a service ' 
for families 'a^d for. the purjlose of training student teachers.' Methods. 

collecting data were informal and for several areas there 'is not ■ • , 
complete data. for 'every family involved. Those persons eonaidering ' \ 
these necoiiunS[ldation^s would need to review "the complete report 'h6 . . 
N ..^ \ assess the degree ^to which the conclusions are'applicable' to their ' ' 
, particular area or communitv. 

^ ■ . <, ^ . - . - 1 

. . - ^ WitHin this context we feel'al,le to^maice tha follofJing statemenfes-:^ , 
4 9 . • ^" ^ • ' ' ■ . ) 

. .1-. Educators have ah important role to play in helijing- parents - * 

• . , . acquire .skills and u4derstnadings about child-rearing practices 

that 'contribut"^ to child development. -A^ - v\ ' 

'^^ 2. In order to'^oyide this. help, edicat<xrs musKcquire the feptcific . - 

• ^ skills and knowledges th/t will enable them to "succes^sfully , ' . ' 

'. ^ • i •*» ' 

. interact wxth parents' or -to -supervise those who do. - * - * 

3. Pkr^nts must'havfe the ultimate choice as to whether they will 
, ~ \ ' ft • ■ . . 

make use of of fered services . 

^' The professional skills of educ^ors are only one part of a wide^ 

> variety of professional and 'personi?al pkills required to achieve 
successful outcomes. ' ' . . 

5-„ 'A uif^ul support for. a program is an advisory committee'^f 
' "persons from the community' representj^r^ny professional and 
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'personal back^ounds. , 
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6. Parents have much, valulbl^ ihformatlon to contribute an^' need 

bi included in discussion .and the decision-making. feroc&ss .' ' ' 
7t Involvement ip a project such as thl's provides valuable '^earning 
• * experienfces for student teacher? providin"^ they' havi Vpriper ^ 
orientation, receive close supervision-, and serve families- where 
/ the- problems do not require considerable exper^is.e. 



8. - The key factor ia successful outcomes appears to be the personal 
..1 . . ♦ , , 

•r .relatipn*§hips' developed between staff and families'. ' ■ • . 

9. - For this reason considerable care should be taten in selecting 

staff who possess, the personal skills 'requlfbd. 

.1 A • . — 

. 10. .Staffing ratios, can, vajry -according H:o the needs o^ theT^iidlles V 

* ..." . ■ -\ 

, ■ the distances to be travelled 'knd the number of ancillary .staff ^ ' 

for such.ta^ks as ^eoretarial , .materials" maintenance, etc. 

11. Home visitors qeed a fcho rough*knowle4ge of community resCces and 
referiral services,^ and must b^e aware oi the Il^lits of their \ 

. capabilities^ andJFtesponslbllities. 

12. The Introduction of play/learning materials oot generally ..(available- 
\ ■■ S ' . * i ' V* 

In homfes Is useful for obtaining family agreement . to participate, ' 

■for maintaining family' Interest, fo'r fostering and stimulating - 
child development. ^ * " 

13. These materials should be froirf a broad- range of preprimary 
. program materials" and serve a broad range of developmental needs. 

1.4. ^Thfe aplVoacifto the us6,of*the materials Should bW open-ended and 



pipy-oriented, 
15. Didactic teaching methods should t>e avoided.' 
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Material should be arranged .and stored by program categories 
redfeted'tQ develot)mental needs, and selected, for circulation tb, 

. \ " ^ ' : . ' ' ' ' . S 

th<^ , families by a person knowledgeable about the total family* 
picture so that tmey suit* the particular needs of •the " 
child and the fexpectations of the pai;ehts. 

Family involvement should be on a -nee'ds basis. -This Vill mean 

varying lengths anctjtypes of involvement. Soihe fafm'ilies will 

• . / ^ 

,^need considerable visiting for. greater' lengths of time wl\ere the 



home^ ^visitor^will Ho. con^deicable rQ:lg modelling;^ o'thers may 

only req^^ire. the' u|fi of .some additional, materials ♦ There could 

be a range<,bf n^ds^ Jbetj^een these two. types. * 

V \. ' vy..^ " o ' ' ] ^'^ ' ' ^ 

Recoird^i^^Bhould be maintained* judiS^ous^ly and continuously for the 

purposes of recordin'^ dev^lopi^fent and determining n^eds of the 

•child^nvthe" family. J' ' K ^ 



* • « 

The^funditjg bodiqs nee^ to develop procedure^" that *guarantee the . 

' • / -f ■ . 

delivery of' s^tart^-up funds before 'a project be^ns and that 

cbn^nue to deliver ifunding ^n advance of the "heed -for the money. 

Othen^ige 6nly large systems will be able to operate projects. f" 

Present accoufiting procedures are too elaborate ^or independeivt 

.projects whieh d'p pot have highly trained clerical and bookkeep- 

ing staff. * 

i 

Funding needs to,(b^e available on a" pxoject a^ opposed to a per 

child, basis'. \ ' * * 

^ • ^* *^ > • ' 

Provision should be made for funding that enables extensions in 

- * ' ' ' t ' ^ " ' 

projects to adapt t;p the needs of families foV longer-tte-rm services. 



; ' * . . i 

•23. Jhe validity of such projects cannot be determined by present 

psychometric measures, but the" observation report^ of project staff 
^ and the reactipn of the participants are valid means of assies^ ^ 



ment . 



24. ^In order to avoid a confusing array of home visitors, each .with a ^ 

particular professional 'expertise^'it^s important to determine 

' ^ the most significant family need, health, or nutrition^ or., counselr- 

^ ling ar educatibn, to determine the p.art:icular expertisVmost. r 
♦ • ' ' •> * r \ ' " ' 

i^el^^f^ to tfiis, ne^xl, district heal^jHi nurs^, home eoortomist, ^ 
, ' * ... • . , ^' 

teax:herr social worker,* and tp provi^de this person with, consult- * 

1 and Itesoiirces to enable him/her to meet other^'app'arent 

3. Alternatively, there may be a need tfjD dev^op a new 

jssional r^le.oJf home visitor possessing basic skills antj 

fin ' O ' 

knowledges in all , these "areas . ^ 
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1* Introduction 
"Outline of the Proiect ' • 



The projec^^ described' in this report was orig;lnilly conceived .by ' 

^Ui^ersity of /Alberta Pfofessdrs Lorene Evecett- and Sheija Campbell as 

- a means o^f prpviding students, i^ an early, childhood teacher training, pro 

grdm with the opportunity to. acquire important ^kVlls by Yrk-ing' direct- 

. ly with parents' and ySurig children to deyeiop an understanding df'i:heir' 
• " . J '• • 1 " ^ 

behavior ^nd ne6-ds', and to devise techniques and materials to"- meet 
• ■ • ' • ^ 

these needs. 

. \ A special section of the senior course in 'early childjiood 9urficu- 
lura ana- instruction was held during the six .weeks of .sgring sVssion 
1974,, utilizing a: team' teaching approach with a/group of nineteen. 

students. \ ^ % . ^ . ' ' w ' ^ 

0 ' '.. ./* 



With support from E.G. S. and. the- University,, the project coi^SMued 
for four months, May through iiugust, and involvjld "circulating pet^ of - 
kits to a group of nineteen families in onei area -of -Edmonton; In lieu 
of bhe regular kindergarten lab, studeAts wpre iWved for the ffr^t . 
six weefcs^ of the project. Each student was. assi.gned\o' a fdhily with 
one or more children of preprimary age. m studept made severk 
visits to the home, pr^parifl^ a trial kit of learning. materials 'af-ter ' 
the first two visits, and a second permanent 'kit for circulation during".' 
fhe-^-est of the proyect? In addition, the studentfe planfied a'group ■ 
sessibA Which brought togfefiter several children and par^bs." Following 
te^lnation of "the course, the proj.ect .continued wi^-tTo paid staf/ 



_ because s:J/>{^ w^eks was felt to.be too short' a perigd to provide a^us^fufij 
escperience for the children and families who /ttad agreed to cooperate, ^ 

This ifeport documentsr ihi procedures utilized, in setting ups 
carrying out and evaluating the project.^ ^ j ' ' , 

Research ^Background ^ V * * 

• Although 'there has ti^en increasing ccrticefn about the need for ' , 
professional teachers to possess skiMl^s in working wfth parent3," the ' . 
;Lssuei assumed 'great sighificanc'e ^for Alberta earl}^ childhood teacher f.""" 
.training with- the public^tioij of the Operations Manual of the Earl^ ^ , 
' Chxfdhdod Services Bran'ch in 1973 (Government of' Alberta, 1973). o> 
Not^only did this Manifal emphasize parei^t involvement, but i-t also ^ 
suggested the introduction of home centered. programs a^ one form of 
Early Childhood/Services. • , ■ 



The' establishment^ of the Early ChildHoqd Services Bran civ and the 

• - ' : ' . . . • ^ . • , , 

intentions expressed in the, guidelines were the outcome of the growing 
ijitetest^an^ concern for the early 'ye'ars, and the realization oi the 

, primary importance of the role <?f the family in .the^e- years . ... ' ^ > 

^ • . ' ' \ \ ^ - ^ 

During th^ 1960's,\the early childhood years befote ^kix won \ 

-recognition as some of the most important if not the most critical^in 

the deve3?Dpment of the human organism*^ Beginnin'g about 1965* an in- 

^creasing amount of research wa's being devoted to' determining those'' 

factors in* tiie-child's early environment ^^hich had, the^^jnost impact on 

his -development / and. to discovering the most effective methods .to' jnod- 

iry or optimize the- environment. * , 



( 



^ ^ \ pespit^ the lack of definitive kndWledge corucerning which environ- 
mental variables caused differences* in development (Siegel, 1967; Ifliite, 
et al, 1973) m^ny projects were set up in an attempt to enhance develop- 
mental processes, especially for children whose. -environ^pts appeared 
not to be providing a satisfactory level of achiev.ement as determined 
by language and intelligence measures, ^ * * ' . 

,.The^unsatisfactory outcomes obtaine'd from g^up programs per 1 
led researchers to look for influential variables that were being ig7 / 
nored.. In addition research on parenting styles and home environment 
revealed apparently significaitt differences in the outcomes from dif- 
ferent home environments es^pecially the f^fd^tors ^f parent self-percep- 
tion and mediating skills (Bronfenbrenner , 1974; Deutscl^ & Dedtsch, 



1968; Gordon, 1972; Grotherg, 1968; Hess '"Shipman, 1968; Parflt, 1974; 
Robinson & Robinson, 1968; Schaefer, 1972- Vernon, 196^; White, et'al, i 
1973). . , 

In summing up the research to date Bronfenbrenner concludes that^* 
» 

•:^The evidence indicates that the family is the most 
effective and economical system'for fostering and 
sustaining 'the development of the child. The 
' evidence indicates further that the involvement ♦ ' 

o'f the child's family as an active particip^aot is 
critical to the success of^-^n^ intervention 
program (1974, p. 17). 



■A ^ / ^ " 

In an important review of the research on "EArents as Educators'*, 
•>5chaefer (197*2) summarizes* the researcrKwhich seems to indicate a high 
relktionship between parent behaviors and intellectual and academic 
development in children. 



\^ Visiting the home would seem tq be the most effective method of 

•having an impact on parenting skills according to reports of projects . 
which attempted to secure parent involvement through other techniques. 
Radin (1972) utilized three groups to test the impact of maximum par- 
ticipation (involyement in group sessions, ho^me Visits) 9n parents j^ith 
children in a prekindergarten group program/ i^l though ^e reports that 
only the group, with maximum participation maintained tlie gains in verbal 
growth through the kindergarten year, only thi^y-nine pjer cent of * the 
parents attended half or more of the group meetings. ' In the group with 

O * 

, no home visits, there were no measurable .changes in the mothers or gains ^ 
for the children. Purnell who attempted to involve parents in his summer 
program reported that^ .direct participation in the daily activity 
of program wa^ cfisappointipg" (1972, p. 455). Gains for the children 
were minimal. f . • ' • ' 

On the other hand several projects since 1965 have had success * 
in obtaining and maintaining gains ty providing additional stimulation 
and enrichment in the home environment. A v^arlet^ of in-home techniques 

appear to have yielded worthwhile dutcomes. Some have combined preschool 

' • ' ' * 

group activities fcfr the child with fre^quent, weekly or oftener, home • / 

visits (Gray & lUaus, 1968, 1970;* Radin, 1972; Radin & Weika)ct, 1967). 

Karfies^^et al (1972) utilized parAit groups with in-home visitsj — ^Some 

^ / y ' « • 

have utilized a "toy demonstrator^" who took materials into^ the Jiome 

(Levenst^in, 1971), and others a home visitor with the stress^ on. materials 

and lactivities found, in the home (Barbrach & Horton, 1970 a, 1970 b). 

Nimnicht & Brown (1972) used a parent group only where a "teacher-librarian 



\ 



demonstrated a new toy at weekly s^^Slons with parents. 

The majority of the projectfs had the implicit or explicit prin- 
cipal goal pf'i[eff ecting a change in the mother's behavior with her child 
wit;h a view to making her an effective educational change agent. They 
Intended to do this through specific modelling of effective mediating 
.techniques by the 1iome visitor (Barbrach & Horton, 1970 a, 1970 b; 
Gordon; 1970; Karnes, et. al, 1972; Levenstein, 1971) , or sometimes by 
direct teaching of proper techniques (Nimnicht & Brown, 1972; Radiir & • 
.Weiicart, 1967). The DARCE&^.projects (Barbrach & Hprton,a?7_d_a, 1920 b.;. „_ 
Giesy, 1970) were particularly concerned about the rights of parents 
involved. The Home Visitors' Guide comments: "Our^basic approach needs 
to be '^ respect for the individual with whom we are working and for his 
and/or hei; dignity" (Gids;^ 1970, p. 5). Parents were given the choice 
of whether oi:;not to become involved, and the importance of project 
staff .respecting family privacy is continually reiteratedi> Pre-service 
orientation emphasSrzes the development of sensitivity to non-verbal an^ 
verbal -signals from families. (Batbrach & Horton, 1970 a, 1970 b; 
Levenstein, J.971) and the need to ^e aware that "... the line which is 

drawn\s probably different in e;verlr' home" (Giesy, 1970, p. 5). 

\ 1 

The successful 6utcomes obtai^ied by these programs, suggests that . 
respect for pfarents and family is basic to operation of home-based programs 
* The projects surveyed utili'zedU variety of staff persons. 



Levenstein ^1971 a, 1971 b) initiated h^ project using professional 

A I ^ 

social workers first and then untrained .professionals as Toy ^Demonstrators 

She found no difference in outcomes. 



Similarly, Barbrach & Horton founS no' differences resulting .from 
a comparative study using a trained professional teacher and pretrained 
• paraprofessidnals, * - 

In both cases, the paraprof essional staff had specif ib pre-service 
training and their skill le^el increased with experience, 

Levenstein surveyed parents before and after her project and re- 
ported tlvat adiilt women visitors wereyirost^referred but that otherwise . 
there were few concerns • • ' * 

^.Most projects reporya pre-service orientation for home visiting ^ 
staff in which skills are*3developed, in relating tp.^^parents and children 
in a warm accepting manner, observation Sn'd record-keeping, the use of ^ 
materials and procedures for Modelling and teaching especially in- a fa- 
cilitatlye, non-didactic manner. In most cases, the^ paraprof essionals 
were supervised by skilled professionals or paraprof essionals with ex- 
perience in similar programs • The success oiE paraprof essionals is 
attribi^ted by some resear^l^er^s , (Barbrach & Horton 1970 b; Gordon, 1969, 
1971) to their ability to relate to low income families because of 
similar background. Tlie rg^rch in-^fes^ect to staff seems to suggests 
.tHe need for specific skills, irrespective ''of professional training- tiie ■• 
Reed vf or pre-service training to provide these skills, the need for \ 
skilled professional or experienced supervision and the need to matc^i 
home visiting/ staff to' families. ' j , I 'j 



Materials provided hy the home visitor played an important r^lgt 
in every home' visiting program, -and st^ff were equipped with knowle;^ge 
about the material^ and procedures 'f 01/ using them. A relationship f ^ 



between the presence of stimulating' materials in the environmejxt and 
children's successes suggested by writers such a's Bironfenbrenner (1972*), 
Schaefer {^972), and White (1973). PurneU K1972) reported. that for 



his group of low socloecomic status (SES.) children, "... ^(Constructive \ 
and creatxve educational' toys were absent from homes..." (p, 455).* This 

] - 

*was also, reported by Grey & Klaus (1970p . ^ \ ^ 

Some proj'ects preferred to emphasize ma'teirfials found in the home. 
.Gordon used these with infants, but found it ^necessary to introduce 
additional materials for two and three year olds (Gordon & Guinagh, 

1969) '. Gordon .(1971) had as a principal criteria lor ^materiats^hat 

. ' ' * ' \ 
they provide enjoyijienl; for both mother and child.j ^Hd found that niater- ' 

ials had to be changed during the second year of the project to main- 
tain interest. He says that we lack a knojj^ledge of^he most acceptable 
materials and tasks ^but' that those' selec-fceH'Inust be consistent with the 
current skills and abilities of the child (Gordon & Guinagh, ' 1969) • 

Levenstein who developed her Verbal Interaction Stimulus ^^ate- 
rials (V.I.S.M.) toy chest of twelve books and eleven toys based her 
selection on the opinions of the mothers ^d the toy demonstrators. Ml 
the /fnaterTals are avafl^ble* commercially and- there is a different set 
for each age §roup. Additional criteria which she suggests for selec- 
tion of materi^als include safety, durability, easy cate for the mother, 
and low anxiety potential: tji^mother does not worry about the child's 
success (1969 In ^^6mparison*pf groups in which one received the ^ 

toys alone, one r^eceived^vi^ts and toys, she found significant gains , 
in I.Q. levels for the former despite a loss in verbal quotients. She • 



interprets this as suggesting that toys and materials -may be a powerful 
iipput (1971 a). . , . •' • 

• . Most of the projects utilized skill and conept categoriel^T^ 
developing sets cf materials and providing experiences. Theresas a 
particular emphasis o^i language, and sensory,' stimulation, psychomot-b^r 
cordination and cognitive organization skills * Categories mentioi}ed 
include: - . • 

maCking, recognition, identifying (Bal:brach*& Hbrton, 1970 a): * " 

art materials, manipulative,' unstructured, dida6tic,- left-right and 
visual-mptor coordination, form percep'tion and classification/ 
sequencirfg, matching, seriatim, color ah'd nunjber, fine motor ^Karnes, ' 

vgdjal, perceptual, motor, conceptual (Levenstein 1969 a); 

perceptual and conceptual, sequencing, groups, discriminating, , 
recognition of color-shape-number, relational ^nd sensory concepts, 
verbal communication (Nimnicht,, et^^^l, 1971); . ^ 

books records, games, physical activiliies, puzzles, blocks , 'toys, art^ 
(Schaefer, 1969>. . , 

Nimnicht designed the TOY LENDING LIBRARY to provide toy^ intended 
to teach specific fundamehtal concept^ and skills and to promote proljlem- 
sblvrng techniques. He felt it was important that tH^'^oys' strengthen 
self-concept by providing opportunities for success arf^ promote inde- 
pendent learning. All the' toys Involved ^ high** degree of .manipulation. 
In evaluating the to^^s he gave fii^.st importance to interest, and second 
to 'mastery (Nimnicht et aL, 1971) ;■ 

Itfis ndti always clear whether the materials were left in the 
home or not but the outright initial gift of the ,Toy Chest to the family 
is paramount to Levetistein's Verbal Interaction project (1969 a). 



* Gordon suggei^ts either a permanent 'or^empoxary 'loan basis (G(^rdon • 
■ & Guinagh, 1969) and Nimkicht's Toy tending Library is on a t^p'orary/ 

.basis (Nimhicht et al, 1971), , " • C ' ' 

} ' ■ . ' [ \ 

It appears that the introduction of mafe'rials'-and experiences' is 

probably important in home based programs ahd that a wide varie^^y of' 
materials for- different purposes.^ the safest approach. The materi/ls^ 
should be- specifically suited tV tWe age ^and n'eedsvof the particular 
child, and might -be left on either a temporary or permLent basis.. . 

' Most of the programs with two five yeaX old children were carried 
out as intervention programs ^^ith families sel^^ed accoiding to, crit^r-^ 
la such as low .Income, low educational levels in parents, .■'semi-skilled 
.ot unskilled occupations, receiving welfare, 'substandard or poor quality 
housihg'. . Gray'& Miller (1^67) discuss the apparent sSjriificance ^f' class 
and ethnic factors on^cognitiye development, but state that the correla- 
tion„of these to par-ent hehaviors is tlnclear. " - * 

.Ni^micht & Brown (1972) "report" using parents with incomes too ; 
high to qualify for headstart pr.ograins buKtoo low to pay tuition fees 
in* private- nurseries. ij «• 

Burton White (Ifliite et al, 1973) provided some important perspec- 
tive through the Haxirard B^eschool Projedt where .he first idefttifiecf^ 
th^ characteristics o\ the' 'ComVetentr, comfortable, .p^identl coping' 
child and^tijen at^emptW to discover the'ma'temal behavf^rs>diat re- 
suited in a child ^possessing those characteristics. 

He fbund the^e 'cjiildren and mothers through all levels* of SES,' ,\ 
so it^ is clear that this is not\the only necfessary criterion f or. ^el'ec't- 
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• ing families. It would appear that ^ if . enhancing maternal skills is 

- - • \ . . . V ' 

effective for low SES families, it should, have equal pay-off value for 
higher. SES families. ^ • 

Parfit (1974) 'comment;ed. on the findings that po^r material con- 
ditions did not permit soma mothers to becora^ effective change agents. 
^ ' It appears that has implications for probable need for ^nt^ 

vention and probable success, in intervention programs. ' ^ , * 

Since higher SES families n^ay* have a strong .possibility for self- 
education, it may be vital to focus on the family where imput is vi- 
tally necessary, but where there is a possibility of some success, |'qr 
the f^ily of very limited resources, . the alternative approach of major 
environmental change used by Heber & Garbef , (1^73) as reportl^d by* 
ParSit (1974)- seems to offer more' possibility of success. 

Although the^ maj^rtty of programs we are''dealing with foci/s on a 
^ "target" group ^of children from t^o to five years, there are frequent 
references to t;he "vertical diffusion" effect whereby the improvement 
In maternal skills results in measurably differences in younget*^ siblings 
(Gordon, 1972; G^ray & Klaus, 1970). Barbrach & Horton (1970 b) specifi- 
caliy observed the need to tr'ain mothers tOv scale activities up and down 
to meet the needs of" older or younger children. / 

•Although there is no agreement on tfhe most desirable ^ge for - 
intervention in the hoftie, some writers ' (Bronfenbrenner, 1974; Gordon, 
1974; Schaefer, 1972; IThite, 1973) Emphasize the* importance of interven- 
tion before or at^the earliest stages of .language development, one to 
three, years. Gordon (1974) suggests that findings from studies indicate 
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Reclining gains for intervention at older ^kes; > 

All of t}^e programs reviewed were based on conventional research 
designs,- vltilizing (She or more treatment and control' or comparison 
^groups. The frequency and duration of treatment (visits to homes) 
showed cpnside'irable variation.' Methods of assessing treatment outcomes 
included use of standardized tests, particularly the Stanford Binet (S-B) 
and Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT) . Parent interviews and rating 
scales for degree of parent involvement were algj) .used. ^ ** 

Barbrach & Horton (1970 a):made visits over a forty week (ten 
month) period. They fou&d little significant dif^erendes between control 
• groups -on the S-B and PPVt". This may ^e^due to the short duration of the 
^Intervention and the eff^t of the time taken by the Home Visitors td 
develop skil-ls.. ' . ' ■ ' 

For their second proleat^ 0.970 b) they created a special DARCEE - 
concept' test to" meet "... evaluation needs" created by the relative » 

' ' Q 

insensibility of the Bi^et, PPVT and other standard psychometric «• 
measures to the effects of compehsatojry preschool in'tervention' pro- 
grams..." (p. 30). They were unablp to find significant differences • 
between groups .except on their o;«i measure. oOn the basis of observation 
they report significant changes 'in the mother's m^tiner of teaching 
their children: the^others becoming more specific, positive knd less 
negative. ■ ' ^ ; 

In Gordon's project . (1971) paraprof ession^ls visited the home ' • 
•once per week for .one or two years with thp addition of Jhe small gr^p . 
•setting of four'hours per week for the two and three year'^^lds . 



. SeventVrf our per cent, of the home visits were completed and less than ten 

per cerit of the 258 mothers and children withdrew from thVproject ^ 

. They us id the Stanford Binet to ^determine significant improvement in* 

cognitive {)erformance of th6 cHilclren. Despite calling the S-B a -fine 

instrum(int, "he expresses concerns about lits ability to rebate ^o some 

of the ^Lmportant gains made by children and recommends the need for 

j more wyrk to develop effective standardized measures. Fifty-three per 

^ " c^nt off tlie experimental mothers reported they were, significantly more 
i ^ / " ' * 

^ invoy^ed in the learning of their children as compared with thirty-one 
I per'^ent^of the control group, and s even t;|^r eight per cent reportfed that, 
tlj^y saw their child In^a more positive light. ' . 

The Early Training Project of Gray & Klaus (1968) utilized sixty 
•!children.in four groups, two treatment, and a local and distal control 
^roup. The first^ treatment group had three summers of a group program 
•plus weekly home Visits for th/ remainder of the veari The second 

W • ' /■ . 

treatment group commenced one year later for only two summers and two 



ye^rs of visits. They found gains over the^tre^^tment per.iod, but the 
foUi; groups were c3rose together during'the first year of school. 

They used the Stanford Binet^ Weschler I^itelligenee Scale for 
Chirdreny(WISC), Peabody Picture y'oQabulary Test (PPVT) and the' Illinois - 
Test |of PsycholinguistiQ. Ability (ITPA) for measuring outcomes. In 
the^fbllow-yp study which, used thi^ S-B, ??NT and Metropolitan Achievement 
Test ^MAT) to measure outcomes in the fj^fst three grades, they report % 
decreajsing effect of intervention each year until the. end of the fourth ^ 
grade |v^hen no significant differences were apparent.. * ^ 
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Karnes Hsed' two '.treatment- groups of ten rnqthers each year for two 
years arid a post-hoc comparison group selected to Wtch the experiment 
al groups. The experimental groups met for severi to eight 'mpntjfs in. ' 
group mee^tings*followed by jnonthly (or oftener if necessary) visits to 
homes. Using the Stanford Blnet & .Mlnois' Test of Psychollng- 
■^Istic Abilities, he found,a diff;rerice of 16 LQ. pknds between the 
experimental and control groups. He suggests that the motivation of- 
tlje mothers in the experimental Jgroup is an unmeasdr^ble variable that 
may not exist in the control, group. 

Levenstein (1969) used three groups for fqrty-six home visits over 
• a seven month period for each Sf two years. The first received semi- 
■weekly, on^half hour visits, a toy chest and modelling of 'desirable 
adult behaviors by the Toy Demonsifator . She eyaluated by mlans of ■ 
standardized tests, mo'thers' reports at the final visit ending each 
■year, teachers' reports of the child^'s psychosocial behavior in school 
the term following the program, and the' Toy Demonstrator's reportg on' 
. children's and mother's behavior. She foTSTS significant gains for the 
-experimental groi^p in bothUow-verbal 'and genial intelligfiftce .test 
Scores/and these were mintalned two and one-hdlf years later.. Gains 
a^two years did not surpass" gains at. three. The group receiving no" ' 
^modellijig made slgnlflcdrit galnsin intelligence scores but lost in > 
verbal scores. She report.s'>marke-d changes in .maternal behaviors: 
experimental mothers were p^^^punitive, had improvement in family 
Interaction and their o^ attitudes, and more positive interaction 
with the child.. ^She ^udied the high variability of children's gains 
and suggest^ that £Ke socio-emotlonal and language skills wete a 

'/ . • ■ . . 



significant .factor in high Versu^low gainers and that these' skills 
in turn are chiefly influenced by the mother-child factors although 
total family factors are of ten involved . .'She found no impact ^f 
family size. 

■ Radin (1972) used three gro'ups".. EacK group attended' a half-time 

preschool group program. In addition, one group 'had hom'e visits and' 

parent group meetings x^ith a social worker, a second group had home 

visits. but rio group meetings, and a thira group had home visits' with- 

• out the mothers present aiid,^no group visists. Only 'thirty-ni;ie per 

cent of the! mothers attended at least one-half of the group meetings. 

Using the .S-B and PPVT,. he found no discernible differences in gains' , 

between groups of children in the pre-kindergarten year, but the group 

•without any parentajL involvement showed no (^ontinuation of verbal 

growth in the kindergarten year, ^here yere discernible changes in 

the mothers. The group with maximum involvement showed a significant 

increase in educational materials, in 'the home and a decrease in « 

.« ' * ' ■ 

authoritarian behavicfr. ' ' 

Radin & W&ik^rt (1967) involved twenty-four children (twelve 
three year olds, and 'twelvk fbur yeat olds) each year for five years in 
a project which combined ^weekly ninety minute private home^teaching 
> sessions with^a daily three hour nursery school. They recorded in-homev 
, mother involvement on a six point scale and fouhd^ one third of mothers 
spent an extensive amount of time participating. They found a range 
of gains made by children in the project. The main differences between, 
high -and low gainers were related to living in public housing-65% of 
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low gainers but only 46% of high gainers- lived in public housing - and 
the participation of other children, in the. sessions, 46% of high 
. compared x^ith 67% of low gainers had other children present during 
• home vis'its'. ' % , 



Schaefer (1969) provided a program in which txro tutors 'alternated 
V weekly in- visiting each child on'e hour daily, five days 'a week from 
, .fifteen months to three years of age. This project had experimental 
and con^rBl groups of, thirty-one children each; gains in I.Q. which 
occurred during treatment ^howed a significant drop one year la,ter. 
_ This_ was attributed to lack of maternal involvement. He 'found a 
significant correlation of core style to the child! s behavior and mental 
test, scores determined by the Bayley 'Infant Mental Test, 'the S-B " 

y * ■■ - V 

and j&PVT. Mother .participation was evaluated, one-third show'ing 

a grfeat deal of participation, one-third moderate participation arid, 

one-third little_ participation . 

• ■ I / ' ^ 

Related to the problems of meastireiite-nt described by researchers 

above, other writ^rs'have pointed out tlie limitations of current " 

instrumentis for evaluation of program outcomes with young children 

(Deutsch & Deutsch,1968; Click, 1968; Stott's Ball, 1965). 

Despite the long-term nature of most of the projects described 

abo.ve the problem of determining significant outcomes still exists and 

y • - . " - 

is "confounded by the problems of measurement instruments which 
probably db not measure some of the most desirable 'changes in child 
development, and by a wide range of variables which might influence 
behavior. The possibility^f ^obtaining significant Wdence of " 
change in a short term project appeai;s slight. ' ■ 
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One significant factor causing change appears to*'be the imp^t of 
. the mother's involvement and modification of behavior. Some of the 
projects attempted to measure change in the mother's style buf , 
Cpller's . (1972) review of mother-child "ihter^tion scales in'dicateg 
' that_most are inlthe development stages with few "having 'reports pn^ 
. validity or reliability. ' 'xhey^require laboratory. procedtftres and * 

' extended observation. Using these measures would appear tb Require. 

, • ■ ■, 

• staff trained- in their use with cohsiderable time. for„observation. 

• Ifevptheless many df the programs report a, degree of less fprmal ' 
evaluation resulting from anecdotal records maintained by ;home visitinj 
staff, paient interviews, tfie use of rating' scales on home environment- 
and parent involvement and staff debriefing interviews. The detailed 
guides for home vigit'ors available from DARCEE (Giesy, 1970) and "the 
Verbal-Intetaction Project (Levensteifi, 1969 c) provide useful 
information and recommendations for similar projects. - . 

The wid'e variation in the type of treatment carried out with the 
experimental group does not provide clear evidence as to" the most 
desirable timing 'or duration or frequency of visiting. xMost programs 
appear to; provide a weekly ojr oftener freqxiency of visiting from 
.one-half .to one and one-half hours in duration. 

Costs were provi-defd by only .two projects, DARCEE which indicates ' 
a top cost of $440 per child per year with a professional teacher' ' . 
visitor. Costs decline with" the use o?f paraprofessional staff ' • 
(Barbrach & Horton, 1970 b). Levenstein (1969 a) found' that the 
materials cost one hundred , dollars per child including' the toy chest 1 
for each 'of two years, and a total co^t of four hundred do]lars per 



i '"^ ^ — 

child per year including*^'rfeterials. 
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Assumptfons 



' From ^he re^^iew of the literature outlined above, we felt that 
the following assumptions could be safely made: " 
1. Family factors have a high degree 'of both luimediate and' lonj-term 
effects on child development as measured by a variety "of tests' 
prior to and in school. Although the many possible family factors- 
/ ■ have not been sorted out, it appears probable that the'mother is 

IT , 

a dominant factor. Two factors affecting the mother's influence 
■ -appear -to be the mother's perception of herself as able influence 
the child's development, and the mother's perception of the child 
as having the ability <to succeed. Other family f^ct'ors which 

probably have considerable influence are 'the materials and exper- 
. iences provided Jjy the hojne, and the mediation of" these experiences-" 
through language. ^ ' - 

2. - Intervention in the child's enviroprffent ^an be effective provided ' 

it begins early enough, probably at or before 'the age of language 

• development , and provided the modifications are of sufficient 
, - ^ ' ' ... 

^ degree to effect a change: t'he more severely depriving the en- 

vi>ronment,*^the more massive the intervention required. 

3. There are no confirmed techniques for modifying the environment." 
At the present time, 'the mos^effective procedures wou^d appear ' 

^ to be^a combination of • introducing a variety of materials and 
experiences 'plus attempts to upgrade'the mother's self-perception 
and mediating techniques in situations where the environmental 
deficits are not so severe as to prohibit the possibility of 
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change . 

4.. The use of an "adult in-home model is pro1?ably most effective in 

t 

changing maternal behavio?:. This model must possess several im- 
^^iirtan^skills : ability to relate to the particular family 
_ , especially mother S^d^ild, ability to be accepting of tljl family, 
knowledge of 9hild development, and the use of non-didactic teach- 
ing, techniques. A high degree of success can be obtained by 
non-professional persons provided ther^ is pre-employment training 
in th^ specific skills necessary and that there is skilled prof- 
essional supervision. 
.. The probability of achievi,ng significant measuregbie-putcomes on 
^ psychometric deyices on a short-term project appears to be extreme- 
ly limited and offset by the necessity of maintaining anUffective 
working relationship' with):he family and of giving consideration 
to the staff and funds available. > ' - 

However the outcomes' achieved by these projects indicated the 
■ strong probability that a project, utilizing relatively untrained 
student visitors 'following- a short orientation and using >spec- 
iaily developed materials would have a probability "bf achieving 
the desirable outcomes of 'enhancing the skill level of student 
teachers iii working with parents, and developing materials for 
young children and enhancing the mother's perception of herself and 
her skills in providing educational experiences in the home 



^ ' II*' Project Operation 

1. Project- Timeline * • 

An approach ^tp Early Childhood Services was first made in January. 
A tentative {proposal was prepared and submitted to E.C.S. by Campbell 
and Everett 'and this was followed by discussions on funding a,nd oper- 
ating the Proji-ect. 

The'-original plan was to es^tablish the .project committee, in ea^ly 
April and to carry on home-finding apd securing a project coordinator' 
.during tliat month. 

It did not appear wise %o take up the time of the persons to be , 
involved nor- to initiate contact with families until funding was for- 
mally guaranteed which did not occur until the end of April. This'de- 
lay cr-eated conside^^le pressure on the Project Directors and the ' ' 
Coordifiator. The former were forced to delay the | final decisions .and 
.arrangements with respect to ^integrating the project into tfie" course • 
to be taught during Spring Session May 6 to June 15th, and then were 
under great pr6ssur|. to complete these during the week of May 1 - 6. 
The latter, hired only on May 1st, worked very hard the first week of 
May-, acqui^^^ng^a- list of prospective families, visiting families 'to 
request and confirm participation, and providing E.C.S. 'with the In- " 
formation required for funding. 

During t.he period of the Early Childhood Curriculum and Xnst'ruc- 
tion Course, May' 6 to Jtine 14, the project was carried on by the stud- 
ents working- under the Project? Directors who were the course instruct- 
o^s, and the Project Coordinator who organized student home visits, 
purchase of kit materials-, maintenance of log books and other 'tasks 
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related to the project.^ - ' ' ? 

^ The students prepared kits, visited ^homes and' organized group 
sessions for' parents at. the University Kindergarten which was;' not in 
regular use during June. * f ' 

After .June 14th, a Project Assistant was hlted to work. with the 
Project Coordinator making home visits, exchanging and repali^lng kits, 
organizing parent outings, malntalnlrtg log books and projecJ records, . 
and assisting the' Project Directors In evaluation of the priject. 
The- project 'termlnat^ed August ^st with all the kits collected and. re- 
turned .to storage at the University. ; 

Throughout the project, the Advisory Committee met regularly, and 
"frequeni meetings were held between the, Project .Coodlnator/ and Project' 
•Directors. Two partlelpating parents were added, to the ir^itial Advisory 
Coiranittee. ^ j 

The project proposal as finallly a^ppted by ^he Advls.Lry Corronittee, v 
the Department of Elementlry Education, and Early C^lldhL Services ' ' 
is Included as" Appendix A'. ' ' 'I 

2. Project Objectives \, ^ ' ; 

. i 

i 

The following list of Objectives- was developed to glide the ad- 
visory committee and the project staff -m making decisions with respect 
to. the project, and for evaluating the success or f^lL of the project:/ 
•1. To determine if the^stimulus provided by an In-homk service will ^ 

lead to parent Involvement and continuation- of a jJrogram. 
2. To provide an effective pre-prlmary experience to i'the^children/^'3 ' 
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^ families . . " 

3. -to provide, students with an opportunity to utiliEe course theory 

in a relevant and meaningful way. ' 

4. To provide useful information to E.C.S. regarding: 

(a) alternative v/ays of providing services to families, " 

(b) parent-development £echniques, ' 

(c) appropriate materials foj: kits. 

5. To provide ugeful information to the University on training of 
. teachers for early childhood programs regarding: 

-(a) alternative ways of making theory relevant to practise, 
•(b) techniques for implementing and internalizing theory. 



3. The Advisory Committee 

« 



Original intentions were that the proj'ect would be operated hy^ 
this Committee. Technicalities which permit ted- funding (Tnly to an in- 
corporated b'ody and the shortage of "lead time necessitated formal 
operation under the ^University of Alberta, Department 6f Elementary. 
Education. Decision making with respect 'to operating policy was " 
carried out entirely by the Advisory Committee. 

Tlie Advisory Committee was established as the policy-making body 
for the Projedt. Members. wer^selected to provide a variety of back- 
grounds and because of their previous involvement in working with fam- 
ilies, in a variety of contexts. Two members from the participating 
parents, ^and the Project Coordinator were added to the original group 
of six. . ' 
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This Committee hfeld six meetings summarized in the following 
paragraphls: 

i) April 18th to establish policy, review the draft- ^oposal, to 
establish criteria for a project coordinator; and to-«stablist» 
criteria for selection of homes. ^ 
ii) May 1st with ^^he newly appointed project Cpordinator to review 
policy, disp^^s/responSB^ities of th? project coordinator, I 
and to develop criteria for evaluation. 

iii) May 16th to receive a\^ort on the progress of the projecf 
inJ:luding selection^of finilies, problems of d.elayed funding, 

' a report on course content related to the project, and the 
appointment of parent representatives. 

iv) , June 12th with the newly a^fTointed parent representatives , 

J^ • ' ■ », 

• present to hear a progress report" on tjie ptoject including 
continuing delay of funding, review*of the buget, outcomes of 

-student involvement, family involvement, -criteria for project 
assistant, fiiture plans, and plkns for the preparation and , 
distribution of report. , ' 

v) August 21st to receive a final progress report of project 
activities, budget review, retrieval and 'storage of kits 

> letters of appreciation, letter of copcern re funding, delay, 
preparation and distribution of project "^port.** • ^ 

vi) A final meeting September 25th to review the draft of th^ ^ 
Project Report. ^ ' . ' 
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4. Families and Chiidren 



r 



3efo,re setting criteria for selecting .families', d.^sc 
■ held With a number of \ .ource per^ns who .were knowlediable about 

thfe distribution of preschool pervices within the city/ Wa were 
-looking, for a group of families vithin a restricted' a/ea for several 
reasofis: , v 

a) we needed a limited area tx» permit the parei interaction and 
•cohesivdness necessary if Objective 1 was ko be achieved 

* / 

(See page 20)/ 

b) >The problems of transportation for s,tudent participants re- 

, ^ quired a relatively small area easily accessable by bus with- 7 



in a reasonable travelling time./ 



c) ^ The need to circulate kits* and make home visits by a project 

. , ^^"d homes reasonably close to each other. 

d) The plan to hold group outings ; which was related to achieving 
Objective 1 by promoting interaction- among" parents , required 

^ bus pickup, and a smaller area would facilitate this. 
The Advis9ry Committee finally selected the Eastwood area, of ^ 
"Edmonton as an area within the Cit^ which probably had the fewest pre- 
school group programs. This area is outlined on the map\ (Tabled, p. 24) 
This area has been classified by Early Childhood Servicei as a 
"disadvantaged area". Such a definition is based on the following 

criteria: j o^iT 

t . ' - 

(a) Cliildren .who meet the following criteria- 

CD Culturally different and/or educationally disadvantaged 
(school achievement, attendance, Drop-out rate ^""'^^^^ 
i« b^low acceptable level) 
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- (ii) All children who reside within- an area of* the , 

Province designated for particular 'attention and ^ 
opportunity. Certain- schijol ^districts and particular 
'\ "inner city" areas of^arger uri>an districts will 
be designated for special atte^ntion., ^ 
I (iii) Any child, from a ^'disadvantaged" area is eligible • 
to enter an approved program if his. age as of 
September 1, 1973 is 4 years, 6 months but less 
♦than 5 years, 6 months. 

(1^) * CHARACTERISTICS: At least 15% of the children have environ- 
^ ments that limit them from having a fair start because of 
such conditions as poverty', severe isolatibn, protein- 
calorie malnutrition, single parent care, /paucity of language 
stimulation, detrimental and/or limited tfome experiences, 
and deviant cultural differences* and etl^nic patterns. * ■ 

(Operations Manual for Early Childhood Services,** p. 24)'* 



Selection of* families for participation was done according to the 

following criteria established by the Advisory Committee subject, to 
i ' - , ' ^ ' 

the constraints imposed by Early Childhood Services for funding: 

a) The family must have a c^hild bom between ^rch 1, 1969 and 
Mafch 1, 1970 and therefore eligible to enter a kindergarten 
program 'In September .1974 in order to qualify for E.C.S. 
funding for the project. 

b) The child and parent must have a working knowledge of spcfken 
English in order to communitate effectively with the student^ 
and visiting teacher. ^ 

\ c) The mother must Ije af home during the day and willing to 

; * • 

participate in the project. ^ 

d) The family must have no previous exposure to preschool ex- , 
periences . 

• ♦ 

e) There yere younger Siblings present who might enhance the 
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. experiences of tA^e students In the course. (This was not a - 

v' ■ ... 

necessary factor). » ■ • .' 

f) There appeare4 to be a good possibility that the student 

would be able to work effectively with, the family. It, was \ 
hoped, to avoid ?amllles With" severe problems, requiring skill's 

« ' ' ' 

the students would not have. 
Lists of possibldTparticipitin^ families were received from the 
Eastwood Health Clinic nurses/ the principals of St. Leo and St. Clare 
Separate Schools both of whi4- had no kindergarten programs' prior to 
1975-76. Because -these lists di^I not provide enough families, 
additional name^ were secured from Newtol School which did have an 
operating Wndergajten. in addition, names *were provided by 
families visited. 

One family was required for each student registered'in the Spring 
Session Ed, Ci 404 course-, k total of nineteen families, and fhe 
deadline for submitting names for. fun^ng was given as May 6 by " 
^.Early^ Childhood Services. Sixty families were visited in the limited % 
time available and in order to obtain the required number, it Wa>, 
necessary to 'disregard the criterion* of "no ^vious 'exposure to pre- 
schoar exp'erience" *for five families,* three of which had older siblings 
attending kindergarten programs, and two where parents were on j:he 
Parent Committee foy the proposed kindergarten at St. Leo's- School. 

E^h family was approached by the-coordinatou who explained the 
project to the parent. There were varied reasons" for refusal to 
t)articipater 
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I) family holidays and visiting relatives f ro/ overseas 
^ 2) insufficient Working knov7ledgje of English ' ■ - 

J 3) previous exposure to preschool programs ' ' ' , ' 

4) mothers who worked 

5) regular doctor's appointments 
;6) openly showed disinterest (only two families) 
* Participants were scold that a Ttudent would contact the family 
ari^ange a date for her first \isit at which time sl^e would merely 

■ become acquainted with th^arent, family and child* No written in- 
formation ^as provided about the project. 

We felt it was very important to establish ^ firm basi^ of trust- 
and respect with the families. Therefore 'no effort was made'^'to " . 
secure data on families through direct questioning. Any information ' 
was, acquired informally through observation and casual conversation sc 
conimon data are not available in all categories for all families. 

The nineteen families finally confirmed were scattered throughout 
the Eastwood area. These families had a total' of sixty-nine known 
Children (Table 2, p. 28).^ Known total slST^f family ranged from 
three to nine persons, with from one to seven known children. There 
w,ere three families with just one known, child and all 'of these were 
two-parent families. Three famfHes had two known children, three 
families had -three known' Children, five families had four children, ' 
and five families had five or more children. 

For chWren under five years - six months, six families had one, 
five families had two, five families had three, and three families had 

* * 

four, a total of forty-three children, twenty-eight boys and fifteen 
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Total number of known children in the nineteen ^ 
families involved in the Project. V 
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^ . girls. Twenty-one oiuthese^were betweefl the. ages of four years-six 

months and five-years - six months and twenty-two children were under 
_ ■ four, years - six. month/ Therg were sixteen boys and five girls ^n 
the 4-6 to 5-6 category; twelve boys and ten girls in the under 4-6 
^ ^ * catjegory. * . *i 

Fifteen were two-parent families and four were single parent fam^ 
•- Hies, the single;^paren't being the mother. Two families were second ■ 

" . • • • . < 

marriages. ' In ten families,^ the parents estimated age range was 20 
to 30 years, in six families it was 30 to 40 years, in two families ' 
it was 40't6:-50 years, and. in one-; family 50 to .60 years (Table 3, 
<» - ' .page 30). . ' , ' ' • ' 

• - - ^We brlrginally attempted to identify a "-group ^f ^childre';?, as 

"•target children" for .purposes of funding. Ho^y^r\ we were-abite to 
^ ^ abandon thi* limitation' when funding was made" pailable on a' project 

basis. Although the gxo^up of chiidrin four ye^rs - six months to five 
years-' - six months was .the. main focus tor' lii'ts- and teachers,, all 
the .pre^chd^ol cKiidren vei:e ^involved fo;r most families; .and someflmes 
older Is iBlings as well. ^ - ^ - ^ 

^ ' Careful recording of a^. observations of '_^the children in the 

^ ' * ' ' . * f 

4-6 to 5-6^ category over the four-month .period of the project, led/ ' 
project staff to conclude that most could be fdentified as' within the 
^"normal/'range of development for their ages. " Six exhibited some * 
emotional problems, such as, high levels of insecurity and ' . 
dependency. Four children had slight speech problems, and^ne. had 
a severe problem," the child's speech being quite unintelligible ' 

V 



• .\ , , TABLE 3" 
Estimated age range* of .parents 
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This child had not spoken until four years of age and had three older 
siblings attenaing special schools. One child was identified as . 
poss4ssing possible learning or perceptual difficulties, and one .was ' 
in poor health. 

The families represented a wide range of known or inferred ethnic 
r backgrounds: -eight faMlies were of' white Anglo-Saxon background, 
two^ families were of Ukrainian background, one of Italian background, 
three were. Canadian Indian background, and five were of mixed Canadian 
Indian and non-Indian background. 

Income levks.could only be estimated and were placed on a five 
.level scale relating to the project. Two families were rated high, 
. one low and six were known to be receiving social allowance (Table 4, 
p. 32). 

Observed learning conditions as ,indicated by size of family, type 
of housing and ownership, where known, appeared to be a more significant 
'indicator of economic well-being. This is probably true because long- 
■ er established families on low incomes had used the longer period of 
time to acquire a home and belongings which appeared to provide a 
morejomfortable-life style. They had a higher level of disposable 
-income which could be used for" other than basic necessities. Differ- 
ences in living conditions appeared to be due to the age of parents 
and children, "the number of children in the family, the sense of values 
and ability to manage money. Ten of the families appeared to have- 
adequate or better accommodation according to family size and they 
maintained a reasonable, comfortable standard of homemaking. Seven 
families appeared to have minimal and two families definitely in- 
adequate accommodation for family size with a number of these ex- 
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TABLE 4 

Estimated Income Level 
(As compared with other families in project) 



TOTALS 



High 


Average 
' to Tiigh 
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The table shows some known occupations which may indicaCe income 
levels compared with the general population but we did not attempt to 
carry out Such a comparisons. 
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hibiting a less than a comfortable level of furnishings" and living 

y 

conditions. Eleven families lived in single-family dwellings, three 
in .suites, -three in two family dwellings, and two in multiple-family 
housing. 

All the families with the exception of two remained in the project 
until its completion. One family dropped out of the project at the 
end of the first six weeks and another left one month before the end 
because of a moye.^ Some families were not visited for short periods 
due to vacations and one family was "lost" for a few weeks due to a 
move but returned to the project before its "completion. 

Families were divided into three groups based on whether or nt)t 
children were registered in kindergarten programmes for September 19.74. 
Each of the groups were designated by a .color: the blue group con- 

'sisted of children who were registered in an existing kindergartens; 
the yellow group consisted of children registered in proposed kindergar- 
tens and the white group consisted of children who were not registered 

in kindergarten. 

No attempt was made to pre-test children entering the project for 
reasons discussed in the introduction.' Our main goal was to establish 
profitable trusting relationships with the families by presenting the 
project in the least threatening way possible, and to avoid anything 
that might have an effect on- the parent-child interaction. In- any 
case, the short, period, between acquiring the families and the need for 
students to begin horie visits would have prevented any such testing. 
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5. Project Staff 



Two jiaid s.taff were employed Icix the project - to provide a ratio 
of one visiting teacher to each/^n families. ' Tfiis was felt to be a 



workable 
the comp 



ratio. .The principle function o? the two staff, following 
etion of the stud^t involvement, was the circulation of 



^ kits an^ the making of^ome visits to families at two. week intervals • 
A de^ription of the ^desired qualifications andj responsibilities of - 
boifh the -Project director and Assistant are included in the Project 
/roposal (Appendix A, d. 5 and 6) /and^additional detail *ibn the home 
visits is included in this report^ "Activities! with .Families" (p. 46) • * 

In addition to the visiting, the Project (^bj^iflnator' also had 
responsibilities relating to coordination and ^supervision/ ^verald 
administration and bookkeeping were carried out by the Project Directors 
and Department of Elementary Education of ficej personnel. 

Dorothy Howard, who possessed a Bachelor of Education with a . 

specialii^tion in Early Childhood from the University o^ Alberta, was' 

\ ^ . 

hired as Project Coordinator. She possessed iJiany years .of teaching 
experience with kindergarten ^nd primary chilciren in England and . 
Quebec and Northern Eskimo and Indian Communities in Canada. 

Ellen Thompson who had completed two years of training in Special 
Education in the Faculty of Education, University of Alberta, rwas 
hired as/Project Assistant. Ellen had worked for three and one-half 
years as an assistant in the Glenrose Hospital preschool program, and 
at'^the Provincial Department of Social Development in Child Welfare. 

Because thej)roject was structured "in as flexible a manner as 
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possible to enable project sCaff to' respond to emerging needs, it was . 
necessary for the staff to operate in a spontaneous manner according 
to the needs of the moment. Staff found that when they were present- 
ing materials to the "target- child", they frequently had* a group of 
^ children including 'younger and older siblings, relatives, friends, and 
neighbors. In addition to picking up kits and passing them on'^to 
another family, they found it necessary to locate and check kit ^mat- 
erials before presenting a new kit, and to discuss the experiences of 
the previous two weeks in relation to kit materials. In some cases, 
their role expanded to that of a companion and social contact for the 
mother and "sometimes a shoulder to cry upon. Some hard decisions were ^ 
made witli respect to the amount of involvemerit that was 'wise and poss- 
ible, especially Vhen requested to provide transportation in a situation 
whe^e a x^/oman made a decision to leave her husband. 

Among other unanticipated responsibilities the staff were required 
to spend a considerable amount, of time repairing and replenishing 
. depleted kit materials. ' ^ 

In general, the staff carried out the duties outlined in the 
'Proposal except for preparing, the report. On the recommendation of 
the Advisory Committee the repor.t was prepared by the Project Directors 
on the basis of information provided from all possible iources. 



Students * . " * 

Nineteen students who were taking the course in Curriculum and 
Instruction in Early Childhood, Ed. CI 404, were involved in the 
project" from May 6th to -June 14th. They participated as part of the 
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requirement for credit in the course which consisted of .three hoiir 
^morning sessions followed by a one and one-half hour, afternoon lab. 
The latter time was used flexibly to ^provide for the visits to the 
homes, preparation of materials, seminars and other activities • It 
was obvious that, we would need to provide experiences to, enable students % 
to acquire new skills and strategies in addition to those already in- 
cluded in the early-childhood training- program, A complete otitline 
of the course content, and the student involvement i^ included in 
the Project Proposal, Appendix A. (page 3) • , 

Each student was assigned, to a fajnily with one or more children of . 
prepriift^y age. The student made several visits to the home, prepar- 
ing a trial kit of learning materials af^er the first two visits, and 
^ a second permanent kit, for circulation during the rest of the project • 
In addition, the students planned a group session which brought to- . 
gather several childr^ and parents., ' 

Students were involved for the purpose of gaining experience in 
working on a one-to-one basis interacting, observing and prescribing 
experiences for children of a Variety of ages, and experience in 
^interacting with and developing relationships with parents as a basis 
for an understanding of families and their function. (Both in-class 
and in-the-field experiences were utilized in developing these skills. 
The students were involved in encounter sessions to develop increased 
'awareness and understanding of themselves and how their pdtsonal biases ^ 
and expectations might affect their encounters with parents. Frequent 
small group' sessions with staf£ and selected guests (e.g. health nurse, 
home visiting teachers) were held to discuss emerging needs and' 
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problems arising from their visits with families. Through role 
playing, students were encouraged to develop a greater sensitivity td^ 
the feelings i)f children, parents, colleagues and coiranunity members 
and greater skill in handling new and sometimes difficult situations. 
Verbal and nonverbal communication skilly wete assessed for their 
effect on developing rapport, trust and iifiterest with families whose 
life style was^ often extremely diff erenf*£rora the student. A pro- 
fessor o^ familj^ studies was invited in tb. provide a better, under stand- 
ing*^*of the family unit and the. child's place wit1iin-th>V unit. 

In addition to developing a deeper understandln:^^ ofVoung child- 
ren's developmental stages, needs and interests through reading, films 
and observation, special attention was paid to the type of interaction 
among children, their parents and siblingsb,^ Experiences and mateVials 
were specifically prepared for children of differeij't ages to suppl^-v 
ment or enhance the child's previous experiences. Reaction to, and 
interaction with, the^ material was carefully observed and assessed in 
terms of appropriateness for each child and needed modification 
suggested. ^ ^ >^ \ 

The students ranged in ag^ from eight* who were under thirty, eight 
between thirty and fdrty, to three over forty. Seven students had' 
children of their ox^m* Three students were completing their third 
year of training, thirteen were in their fourth year,^ and three were , 
in post-graduate programs. Six students had only student teaching 
experience in primary grades; ten had between one and five years of ^ 
teaching Experience in kindergarten and primly, one had over five • 
years of experience, one had completed one year as a teacher aide in 
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^ grade one, and ohe had substituted. There was a wide range of 

persofialities aftd characteristic^ . 

No attempt was made to match families to students other 'bhan 

permitting' students to" select a family based on information onAoc-^ 

ati^n, number and- ages of children and ethnic background. 

According to their, logbooks, c;;Lass and private discussions aild 

the observations of the instructors and Project Coordinator, the ' 

students became very involved in the project. ' The majority of students 

spent from f^ty-f our to seventy hodrs in the' preparation of. kits and 

visiting the -homes, with two spending slightly fewer, hours and two, 

spending more. This amount of time is faT in exces^^- t;he normal 

laboratory requiTements-in thi^ course. 
-1 * 
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6. Kits and Materials ' , 

7 • ■ 

The kits were intended to provide an incentive for families to 

become involved through, having access to both the resources of 

/ • 

the kit and the home visitor. They were designed to provide expe- 
riences for the child which he might not otherwise have hl^. Because 
we 'hoped that the kits wou^d provide the parents with ideas for using 
in-home materials in a more, effective way as well ^s with ideas for 
good materials to purchase, the kitg included ma terials found in the 
home, as well as commercially prepared materials. Finally the' kits 
were intended to provide students with an- opportunity to select and 
make materials, so the kits contained a number of student made materials. 

During the first week of ^he course students were provided with 
theory on child development and on inateri^ls and equipment for young 



^ children. The student prepared a ''bag of tricks" of approximately 

five toys or play materials which she took on her first visit to the 

* ^ • » 

family to* occupy and interest the child and gain some infdrmation 

on the child's interests the skills. The main objective of the visit 

was to establish rapporf with the parent or parents and to acquire from 

the parent useful information for preparing a kit for the children 

'* - * 

in the family. \ - ' , ^ ^ 

During the following week, students under the guidance of course 
instructors planned and prepared a trial kit incor^oz^ating ^ variety' 
of materials assessed as suitable for their particular family, 
delivered it and spent some time in demonstrating the materials and 
interacting with the child or children and parents. This, kit-1?as re- 
trieved on a third visit the next week when students discussed with par-t- 
ents and children the use of and reaction to the materials containec^^ 

* -* * 

in the kitT ' 

The first set of kits wa? evaluated by the students, project ♦ ; 
coordinator and course instructors on the basis of child interest, 
use of the materials, and areas of *i^evelopment provided for. • * 

Based on the project literature, advice from Advisory Committee 
members, and^ desired outcomes f or . child develop^ient, a general out- 
'line was developed by professors and students as a basis fgr preparing 
the second set of kits. Rather than a focus on a single developmental 
or curriculum area, materia;is designed to contribute to a number of 
different areas of development were included in each kit. This - 
approach was preferred because it permitted integration of curriculum 
and developmental activities, and represented an approach to the* total 
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development of th^ child. Furthermore,' we felt that a variety of 

materials,-wpuld havk^a wider ap'peal to the child, and the pogsib^ity 

" • ■ ' ' \ » \ ' 

of at least some of die majtert.als being suitable to £he' needs of each 

' " \ » ' 

child in the family was \nhaneed, 

• \ * 

Each kit contained materials designed to provide an experience 

in eacfh of eleven areas: 

1. " Gross Mo tor- -running, hipping, ski^.ping, ^dancing, swimming, 

. 1 climbing, juWng, bouncing, ' rolling, crawling. 

^ , \ 

2. Small Motor- (eye-hand coordination) 
Sensory awareness and discrimination skills . 
Abstracting and Mediating Skills- ordering, association, 

w [ ; 

cl^ssdl^f ication, sequencing. 

* ^ / 

• 5. Relational concepts - relativity, contrast 

• ' ■ . •/ . ' ■ ' 

6. Lanauage - vocabulary, listening, patterns and sounds, sequenc- 

* -ing. • 

% 

f 

7- Exploring the environment - natural materials, cause-effect, 

^transformatipn of matter^ sequence. in time and number, cycles 

- • * 

^products of technology. 

8. Mathematics - one-to-one correspondence, grouping, sequencing f 
'weight, direction, measurement. 

9. Self-conc6pt or self-awareness . 

10- Expressive^ activity - painting, dramatic play, puppets, records, 

V 

instruments. 

\^ 

11- Imagination and feeling^ stimulator - beauty, enjoyment. 

4 

, --^Students were divided into three groups to correspond to the groups 
f fdVnilles. Each group made- a set of kits. Each student prepared one 
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kit 'In the set, and for each kit, th$ materials in each area had 

. - ] . 

a slightly different emphasis. Thi^provided reinfprcement of 
y . ■ 

important skills and, concepts but maintained interest and enjoyment 
and variety. In addition each kit contained a ^statement of \)bjectives, 
a suggested activity for parents to do with the child^, an inventory, 
and a list o^ materials under the folloxv-ing headings: 
Curriculum Area- Material . Suggestions Source 



Cost 



for adult 
enhancement 
for use 



-Manufacturer, 
if purchased* 



-exaet c<5st -if 
purchased or in 
catalogue. 

-if made- in elude 
list of necessary 
materials for making 
estimated cost. 



-Cataloguq^^ 
page info^ 

-Self-made, a 
' plan or inst- 
ructions for ' * 
making 
-If copied from 
resource book, 
* give name of 
bpok, author,* 
year, publisher, 
p^ge. 

Also included were: 

(i) Information that would be required about a family for send- 
ing out the kit such as: 

i) ^ Number and age of pre-primary children. 
,% _ _ 

Type of equipment available in home - record player,, cass- 

\ ette tape recorder. 

A liiSt of A.V. equipment needed to accompany or to use the 
kit. 

A list of materials that required replacing each time the 
Kit was used. ' 



(ii) 



(iii) 
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(iv) Safety concerns if kit was to be used in families, with 
younger children, e.g. - small items that might be 



^Wallowed, etc, * ^* 

The second set of kits was disp'^ed for all the students \ 
to see a'nd carefully evaluated by the, course instructors. In 
some cases dangerous and unsuitable materials were removed. 
Outlines of each of the kits arranged undef the three groups is 
provided in *Appendix B. ^ames of the student-designers are included 
with each kit. Based on observations of use with the families 
the kits and materials were evaluated by the project staff. This 
information is contained in, Appendix B with the kit outlines. 
Students averaged an expenditure of thirty-five dollars for' 
commercial articles for .each of the twenty-two kits. , Items from 
the first set of kits were used in the second kit if they ' 
fitted the categories. To this was added the cost of materials 
supplied fdr making items for the Tcits. This was 'estimated at 
ten dollars making aa approximate total cpst of forty-five dollars 
per final kit. Each kit was packed in a single box limited in 
size for easy portability* 

Preparation of the kits would not have been possible without 
the many 'long hours provided by the students. Although project 
funds had not been received from Early Childhood Services, students 
used their own money to purchase ready-made materials* Raw 
materials were provided through university funds. Students'- were 
* Available at separate cOst to rest of report. 



subsequently reimbursed. 

To ^ attempt to determine tlh^ most effective method of 
presenting the materials,, it, was intended that the yellow set 
of kits would contain instructions for^rents, the blue kits 
would contain instructions for the visiting 'teacher and«the wi^te 
kits would be self-explanatory* Instead, it appeared 'that each 
student presented the materials to the child, interacting 
spontaneously and acco2;dxng to the child's reaction- to the 
materials. This style ofc presentation was continued by the two 
visiting. teachers throughout the rest of the summer. It was not 
found feasible or practical to implement only one method of 
presentation as had been intended, so each method was incorporated 
in each visit* The reasons\for this were:' 

1) The role established by the student of interacting 
spontaneously with the child and materials was continued ' 

^ by the visitng teachers, 

2) The children were eager to use the materials, immediately, 
with the teacher. . 

3) In most cases parent expectations were that the visiting 
teacher would v;ork with t;he child, , This" idea had been ' 
rein-forced by the letter of introduction to tfiem 
.(Appendix C) . 

"4) The soecific method of presentation was not clearly obyious 
in each kit. In the case of the white kits, materials 
J frequently required^ explanation for parent and' child if 

the materials was to perform its function. 



The entire kit was left in the home for a two week period. 

liiere were no formal instructions regarding its use and care 

although suggestions were rtiade to individual families* An 

inventory w^s included with each kit to aid in asstiring the - 

^return of all items. The degree to which the kits were used and 

the extent to which they were cared for varied considerably. 

Some kits were used with no parent supervision andj^e returned in 

extrejnely poor condition. Some were used only under supervision 

and were still i;eturned in a haphazard condition and others were 

njsed under supervision and were returned intact. ^Some were 

extensively used without supervision but .thoroughly checked and 

returned intact. Some were -^l*-^-^^ ws^^ -and returned as delivered. 

One mother felt an obligation ^to replace anything that was lost 

or broken 'even though she was told'this was not necessary. In 

some cafses staff attempted, where possible/ to check* the kit in 

the hom^ before leaving v/ith it. , * ' 

For 'the duration of the project following the student 

involvement the project staff attempted to maintain the kits, in 

their original fornS. A few materials were removed because they 

t 

were found to be dangerous. Materials which were lost or which 

proved not to be durable were replaced by similar materials on 

hand from the first set^of kits or materials purchased "cheaply , 

mainly from the Goodwill Store. On^ kit containing a large 
# 

number of materials which were not durable was removed from 
circulation and the useful materials used in other kits. J^Blue /M) 
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The Blue and Yellow sets of kits were maintained reasonably 
—In tact in thBxr i^rigiwl f oTiru They"we"re re^ufne^in generally 
good order by the families who used them. 

The White set of kits were more depleted at the conclusion 
of the project then either of the other sets. This set of kits 
circulated among families where use by the children>was generally 
not supervised, and they v/ere probably used by more children in 
aiYd outside the family. Materials were frequently used outside 
the home. One kit was thrown out as a result of a family dis- 
agreement. One kit, Ifliite //2, was destroyed on its first visit and 
was replaced by Alternate Kit //2. The kits required a good deal 
of repair and replacement but expensive items were not replaced. 
At the end of the project these kits contained several broken items 
and one kit was retained in its deftlo^able state as a sample of ' 
what can happen. 

Four additional kits were iriade> one blue, ^ne yellow, two 
white. These were prepared by the coordinator and assistant from ' 
materials on hand from the first set of kits prepared by the 
students in order to provide extra kits to ease circulation since 
it was frequently found necessary to retire, the kits for a day for 
repair and replenishment. The restricted nature of materials 
available resulted in all the' extra kits being considered inferior 
to the others so no outlines are provided. 

Approximately seventy dollars was used for kit repairs over 
the two and one-half month period after they were first put into 
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circulation. This figure was low because of the use of leftover 

.V 

items from original kits for 'replacement and the use of scr^p and - 
donated materials* All materials *lost or destro^d were not 
' replaced. 

Following the completion of the project, the kits were returned 
to the University to be used as resource^ for teacher education in 
classes and workshops. 



7. Activities with Families 

Each 'cooperating family was contacted initially by the Project 
Coordinator in the first week of May. During this vis^^t she 
explained the nature of the project and invited participation. 
Families who agreed to coopi&rate were advised that they, would be 
cohtacted by a student in a weelc to arrange a visit. 

The students were given a week long orientation which included 
theory on the structure of families, building relationships, and"^ 
child development. Each student macfe a phone call or brief house 
call to arrange for a longer visit*, and these were made during the 
week of May 13 to 17th. , The student w^s given, a letter of intro- 
duction (ApB^ndix C) to preset to the parent, and took along a 
"bag of tricks*' (see p. 41) as a resource. Tliis visit was £pr 
the purpose of "Becoming acquainted with the family and gaining' 
information about the children*. 

The next week ^ach student returned to the family with an- 

i 

initial kit. Most students were able to remain at least an hour 
to use the kit materials with the child and to visit vjith the 
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.parent. The fourth week another visit was made to-$ollect the kit,, 
and to obtain information' from the parents and children qn the use 
of the materials. The families were invited to attend a group 
session the following^week at the University Kindergarten located in 
a former staff residence otf the University campus. 

During the fifth week, each of the three groups of families 
attended a group session on one afternoon. The group of students 
working with each group af families planned and prepared and super^ 
vised the session for their families. Families were transported to 
the session either by the students or in taxis supplied by the project. 
A total of 10 parents and 17 children attended (Appendix E). The 
-j" children were able to use the kindergarten toys and equipment. 

Parents spent some time observing and involved with the children at 
play. , 

£ach group watched a slide or film presentation showing children 
-involved" with materials, arid iJseful experiences that could be pro- 
vided for children. The groups of new kits were' on display and 
each family attending was able to select a kit to take homk. There 
was some explanation of kit materials by students, and discussion 
between students and^arents about kit materials and other materials 
of interest to children. 

. According to original intentions, students were to make one 
a4,ditional follow-up visit to observe response .to the kits, but the' 
pressure of other course requirements prevented this, and this- follow- 
up was carried out by project staff. ^ - 

€ 
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Each student inaugurated and maintained a logbook in which she . 
recorded each visit to the family. "These were read by the Project . 
Coordinator and discussed with the student "following each visit. 
They were also read and evaluated by the course instructors. -Dis- 
^•cussions were held with instructors and Project Coordinator in the 
groups working with a particular set of families. These methods 
enabled the Project Coordinator to maintain her knowledge of the 
progress of tjie project with each family. 

Following the conclusion of the student visits on June 14th, the 
Project Coordinator and Assistant commenced visiting the families on 
a rotating basis. After one family dropped out of the project, the 
remaining eighteen families were divided between the two staff.- 
Visits to families in their own homes were made once eve:;y two weeks, 
a total of five visits to each home. Every other day, the visiTing 
teachers visited two homes, one morning and one afternoon. (A 
detailed dutldg^ of the visits' i^ included in Appendix D). 

Alternate days were devoted to "keeping logbooks and records, 
renovating kits, purchasing ma'terials, research" and related 
activities . inhere possible, visits were arranged by ,telephone the 
previous day although the visit did fall on the same day every two 
weeks. The length of time spent in the homes or the date of the 
visit occasionally varied foi; a number of reasons; compaily arrived, 
doctor's appointment, somebody sick, hangovers, holidays, long 
weekends, children's departure for the* great outdoors, husband's 
Shift work, temporarily unable lo locate family due to moving. 
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It was found advantageous to have half a d§y to spend in each 
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home without feeling pressured to cut the sessions "short because of 

oth^ committments. The regular routine of visits was periodically ' 

interrupted due'' to summer 'holidays. 

During the visit, the parent generally acted as an observer. 

« 

The letter of introduction (Appendix C) had^requested the parent to 
remain with the child and teacher during ^e visit and most parents 
did so. The following list includes ways in which parents were 
involved during the visits: maintaining limits, disciplining, ♦ 
positive and negative reinforcement, referee between children, teach- 
ing using direct instruction, supporting as a comforting, familiar 
^figure. ' - 

In most cases the mother was the adult most involved with the 
visits. Occasionally there was another adult, sometimes the father, 
i)resent who showeU an interest but primarily as an observer. 

*'In every home visited, siblings, relatives or friends became 
involved in the kit and the activities. In the case of the older 
siblings this was primarily due to^ the fact that thev children were 
home from school for the ^summer. The largest group at any time 
consisted of eight children, all ot w^om actively participated » 
several times in the sessions and utilized the materials at their 
level. There was a sharing of materials and ideas amongst the 
children and rivalries occurred because the kits were redlly not 
developed for this number of children. Wnen the visiting teacl^r 
used the kits outdoors^ neighborhood friends were attracted and this 



led to more group play* 

In addition to these regular visits to homes, three additional 

* group sessions were organized. The purpose of these, was to allow 

further group interaction and to provide additional experience for 

♦ 

children and parents through exposure to community resources^ 

Arrangements were made for the group of families working with one' 
staff to visit the Centennial Lilj^ary, Children's. Section on July 9th. 
Six of the nine families were represented. Four mothers accompanied 
their children, the Project Assistant took^ three girls of another 
family, and one older brother brought his young brother. The 
families' gathered at the Library entrance. The ch:j,idren were very 
interested in looking at, the animals. Mothers followed their 
children and looked at '^the* animals with them. Only one mother sat 
do^ withiher son and looked at some books. Others did not take this 
initiative, urttil they were encouraged to do so by the Project 
Assistant. 

The Library arrangements included viewing the film Paul Bunyan . 

This was followed by a return visit to the animals and books, a walk 

\ 

around the main part of the library ending up in the refreshment 
area upstairs where the children had pop and candy bars. D'dring 
discussions over refreshments, mothers seemed generally disappointed 
that rain had necessitated the library visit instead of a trip to the 
park, and a visit to Storyland Valley Zoo was planned. 

The second group of families working with the Project Coordina- 
tor made a visit to the newly opened creative playground at May fair 
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and return them at 3:30 p.m. E'lght families were represented includ- 
ing one from the other group. There were a total of nineteen 
children, three parents and the two project staff. ^Weather was * 
good, and the children were able t:o play in the Wk. li^freshments 
of juice, cookies and ice cream were served. 

All the' families were invited to the final group outing to 
Story land Valley Zoo on August 13th. . Cabs picked «p families at 
11:30 a.m. and took them to Laurier Park for a weiner and marshmallow 
roast prior to the tour of the* Zoo. Nine parents, twenty-two 
children and the two project staff attended. The children" observed 
the animals and enjoyed' two free rides asS>art of the group admissiofi. 
There was considerable interaction between children and parents ^nd 
among the children. \ ' ' , 

Use of taxis for the outings was necessary because none of the 
families could provide their own transportation, and attempts to 
obtain volunteer drivers were unsuccessful. A detailed summary of 
attendance at the four group sessions is included in Appendix E. 

On the final visit of the Project, the kit was .collected and the 
, families were interviewed by the project -staff member to obtain their 
reaction tb the project. ' . ^^^^ 

. }^ I 

s 

/ • ■■ 

\ m 
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* * 

8. Logbooks 

1.L . „_ __r , S ^ _ji ^ , 

A separate record on each family involved in the pro^ject was 
maintained through the use of logbook's, one for each family. These 
were begun by the students and carried on by project staff through-rout 
the project. , < ^ ' ' 

The logbooks were incorporated into the- project/in order to* re- 

tain an ongoing written .record of an_the_\d^^ , 



information for each family. This was Important because of the^heavy 

reliance on observation and personal assessment in terms of procedures 
and materials • In order to preserve the quality of the relationship 
with the family, no written records or notes were made during the. visitsc^^ 
Notes or the logbook itself were written immediately after the visit, 
or the logbook was written the next day. 

• The students entered in 'the \Logbook an anecdotal record of each* 
vfsit.fo the* family, and be&an summary .pages SSder the headings 
"Community Resources", "Family Background'', "Child History" which.- 
included physical, social emotional, and intellectual development, . I 
interests, attitudes, skills a^d abilities.^ 

The project staff continued the anecdotal records of each of their 
visits, recording information relating' to the use of the -kits and 
materials, interest, evaluation of materials by children and parents, 
care of materials by family, and length of time spenj; in the home, In^ 
addition, they noted information relevant to home visits and atten- 
dance at group sessions such as holidays, family appointments, and 
Qther useful information. Some items were added to the child history. 
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The logbooks were treated as cjinf idential dpj:uments . Onlj;^ 



initials were u^ed in )the recording, and only information relevant 
to the project was included* The books were accessible only to 
project staff, and werfe returned to locked storage at the University 
\f±th the other files related to the projects' 

9. Funding and Costs of the Project: 

The original %amount of $4850 committed by Early Qiildhood 
Services was insufficient to complete the project and add"itlx)nal 
cos tsr* were supported by a grant from the Alma Mater Fund, Uni^rsity 
>of Alberta Alumni Assqciation* Futids from E.C-S* were received on an 
irregular basis, one-half of the'^^oiSt was made available at the end 
of August when the project was completed, and six months later, the 
remainder has still .not been received. Fortunately, the University 

of Alberta, c^fried the project through special accounts Mth the 

* t 

support of the Department of Elementary Education. 

Originally, funding was to bf^ on a per- child, per hour, basis 
for the target population, and so the project submitted a list ,of 
children and theAr ages. Iflien this basis for funding was found to 
be unworkable/ in a project of this nature, the Government found it 
necessary to pass a special Order-in-Council to permit funding on 
a project basis. 

The problems with respect to funding ^^reated consideira^-e 
concern among those involved and required more time than originally' 
anticipated in nego^tiating and bookkeeping. The original budget is 

given in Appendix A (p. 8). ^ 

It ' 



54 

10^ Evaluation^Pr^cedures 1 

This project was carried on primarly as a training and service 
project but considerable titne -and effort were devoted 'to .deciding 
upon and carrying out evaluation procedures that would yield as muc 
information afe possible '^out the final outcomes of the project, and 
useful recommendations -rfor" making decisions about similar future'N^ 
projects. Use of formal testing or evaluation procedures was avoided 
in order to establish and maintaiA effective non-threatening relation- 
' ships V7ith the families. The project did include families where this/ 
was very significant factor. 

This meant that^ in some cases information is no,t .complete for all 
fanubq^s in all categories, or is merely estimata^ as" in the case of 
age of parents and income* , 

It also means- that evaluation is .mainly, subjective but this 
appeared to be preferable to no attempt to assess the-ef fectiveness 
of methods and materials. • ' 

Before utilizing similar procedures, or the 'recommendations made 
in this report, for similar projects, careful consideration should be 
given to the purposes for using them and to the group bei^g served as 
compared with the group served in *t:hxs project. 

Tlie logbooks were introduced to record , on-going assessments of 
use of and reaction to materials, and the role of the visiting 
teacher, and to gather oyer the short period of time in an informal 
manner as much information about the participating children and * 

families as was discreet and possible. This has been summarized in this 

✓ 

report . 



The Project Dlrect;ors and Coordinator met alTOst daily. d_u^ 

initial^stages of the project to evaluate procedures and make revisions 

where necessary. Discusfelon^ were held with students after each visit 

to evaluate outcomes and procedures. 

Wherever it appeared important to, modify procedures or to introduce 

new procedures in response to obseTved needs or problems, this was 

done; Several examples of this are documented in this report. 

After the student phase ended, th!e Coordinator and Assistant 

met every other day to discuss visits! and evaluate outcomes, and the 

Project Directors and ' Coordinator met as nieded for this purpose* At 

the conclusion of the project several meetings to discuss and evaluate 

each component were held between Directors and Staff, 

In order to obtain some' consistant responses witl) respect to some 

of the components of the •project, questionnaires were developed and 

used with the student and parent groups'. 

The questionnaire for the students was prepared by the Project 

Directors and each student was given a copy of the questionnaire and 
\ 

requested to fill it out. A copy of the questionnaire and tables 
of the student responses is provided in Appendix F, 

A summary and discussion of their responses in included in Part 
liK^ "Project Outcomes", of this report, 

A\schedule of questions to be used to interview parents was developed 
by the p'^oject staff in consultation with the Advisory Committee,, 
Project Directors, and persons knowledgeable about the structuring of 
such Questionnaires, During the final week of the project, each 
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staff person visited and i-ntervi'ewed-the- f-ami-Jies with which she 
had been working, *and recorded the responses on the questionnaire. 
Tlie fact that these persons were- known to the reslpondents and had 
developed .a good working jrelationship with .them was felt to outweigh 
the possible disadvantages such as l\lsitancy on the part of respondents 
to provide negative responses. We felt that to send an Unfarailiar 
figure to interview would bias the responses in favor of those families 
easily able .to establish relationships and articulate ideas. A copy 
of the question schedule and a summary of the responses are included 
in Appendix G. A discussion of the responses is presented in Section 
III, "Project Outcomes", 

An attempt 'was made to gather some information from the local * 
health unit nurses who had contact with some of the families. This 
feedback was obtained through the Supervisor of the Eastwood Health 
Clinic, after discussion with the nurses involved. She reported 
that the nurses felt the families with which they were in contact 
were generally pleased with the project. They had no negative feed- 
back from the families-, in the case of the one family which did not 
continue, the nurse was unable to find out how the family felt. 

The Supervisor felt that the nurses would like more feedback^ the 
project and the family response from project staff and as a result, the 

Project Coordinator visited the qlinic and discussed the project with 

^ ■» 

the nurses . 

The final evaluation was done by the Advisory Committee at its 
last meeting when the report up to Section III, and the Ap^nd^ces 



jln^jdraf t_„farnLwe •outcomesldis'cussed.and 
recgmmendatlons developed. » ' ♦ 

The rfespongibility for preparatlpi^^of the completed report 
and the final recommendations was left to the Project Directors 



\ 
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*■< -HI., -P-roject Outcomes r^Recoimnendatlons 
1. Advisory ^Pontffifttee ^ 

t 

This .Committee was an important factor in the project. It provided 
a variety of professional and personal skills and knowledges relevant 
to the project. This made for an exchange of knowledge of the ' 
communities and services withi)i the city and the specific community 
thart was useful t( the project. The variety of backgrounds meant 
that usually a number of approaches to procedures were suggested 
and frequently Integrated In carrying out the project. The members 
of the Committee,^ collectively anji individually, provided an important . 
source of information and support for the project staff. 

We felt that the»Jnclusion of representation from a number of ' • 
interests, and backgrbunds was a useful practice in . that it provided 

t • 

an opportunity for _all to interact with persons of a different milieu 
and to. learn more about; each other^s knowledges and skills. 

Despite initial concerns and doubts felt by the parents that they 
might have little to contribute ^o a group of professionals, they 
aoon realized that they 'had valuable information -to share. Tliey 
expressed an increased awareness of and interest In the total project, 
from the student education component to the problems of funding and 
operating a program. 

, • In a project such as this, the necessity of including persons 
knowledgeable in respect to the total city was imporEant in. the initial 
stages at least. However, for on-going p'rograms in a previously defined 

\ 
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community, we believe it would be irib^e ufeetul to select representatives 
from that community, to fab tain the most' useful kind of information and 
feedback. On matters of local community information, project staff 
were frequently referred by Advisory Committee members to persons 
working in the community. 

A useful outcome in terrps of the Advisory Committee itself were 
the knowledges and skills gained about operating such a project, a 
growth in understanding of the contributions to be made byfersons of 
other backgrounds and the appl'ication of the knowledge gained to other 
areas of endeavour. Furthermore, the advisory committee provided contacts 
for community groups and individuals interested in gaining more 
information about the. project in both an informal and more formal 
manner (e.g. project staff speaking to ^nurses, a workshop for persons 
involved in similar project) ^ . . . 

Some of the problems encountered in utilizing an Advisory Committee 
.included the usual one of 'finding a time when a group of very busy and 
involved persons would be able to meet. A second problem 'related to 
the inclusion of participating parents on the Committee which resulted 

some concerns about confidentiality of information in respect to 
some inter-professionSl exchanges It meetings. To resolve thi^ problem 
we feel it is very important to claUfy the nature of th& role of the 
Advisory Committee in respect to such a project, and- for those persons 
involved tojnalntain a heightened awareness of the professional role 
in maintaining confidentiality. Discussion and consultation about 
specific families and children must be carried on at appropriate times. 
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2. Teacher Education Component '* 

In the students own evaluation of the project as a laboratory 
experience, twelve put of fif teen^ i;ated it successful as a learning 
experience for tfiem (e.g. either a one or two on a five point scale' '* 

successful — — ; = j- not very successful) 

^ . 4 5 j 

Fourteen felt it was successful in providing them with an opportunity 
to utili'ze course theory in a relevant and meaningful way; thirteen 
rated it successful in providing techniques for internalizing, 
theory; fourteen rated it successful in piioviding techniques" for 
implementing theory; twelve felt it was successful in-providing an 
effective pre-primary experience to the child(ren) involved; while 
eleven felt it was successful in involving the parent in learning 

experiences for the child. ' / 

I 

. The students found that excellent n^iterials and activities one 
.might normally p.rov;lde for an in-schooi program were nonappropriate 

for kits to-be left in a home situation for a number of reasons such 

/ ' 

as structured materials requiring teacher direction, lack' of continual 
supervision, inconvenience in moving from home to home- due to size^ ; 
shape, etc. Although the student^ had some opportunity to see the 
materials being used by the chiljlren in the home, we felt^that if even 
more time could be provided many' additional learnings would hav^ tfaken 
place for the students. 

Although the majority of students found it highly useful in helping 
them utilize theory in meaningful ways, they seemed slightly less certain 
of the value to the parents and children. This seems natur^ in^that 
one can only assume what someone else feels ^ Areas in which students' 
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■ found the experience useful were a better, understanding of child develop- 
. ment, increased skill in observation and recording, preparation of 
-. ^ appropriate materials and experiences for young children 'and interacting 
with parents. 

« , There. was overwhelming agreement that the-project's major contribution 

to the child was exposure ^to new materials and experiences while the 

group sessions at the kindergarten were mentioned «s next most important 

aspect. Other benefits to thd child were listed as develqping positive 

attitudes towards kindergarten attendance in the fall, meeting other 

children and adults, and receiving. individual attention. - ' ' 

According to the students, the most i.mportant^'benef its to patents . 

were greater awareness of what can be done to help their children 

♦ 

develop learning skills through play and the value of having 'another 
concerned' ady It _to relate and visit with. .Other benefits listed were 
increased parent involvement in their child's learning, ideas for use 
of materials around the home stimulated by kit materials and an increased 
awareness of what a kindergarten program might be like. 

Jn an overall assessment of the project's usefulness to the student, 
eight viewed the preparation of the kit materials as most valuable; 
while seven found the visiting and working with the child and family 
most beneficial. 

As staff we felt the students experiences had provided them with ^ 
new understandings about home environments and new skills in establishing 
relationships. We observed tKat despite some Initial doubt and 
anxiety, the students become very enthusiastic about the project 
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and Increasingly more able and confident in their relationships with 
the family. The families enjoyed the students apd expressed favourable 
attitudes towards this type of. project. 

^Although some students experienced difficulties -in finding' 
s-ufficient time for preparation of materials and visiting homes, ex- 
penditure of money leaving them short of lunch funds,' lack of cooperation 
by the occasional family, fourteen iwe^e positive about offering this 
type of experience to other students as Lab experience in the future. ' 

In view of these outcomes, we would recommend incorporating similar 
kinds^ experiences in^n-going training programs. It would alsp^ 
seem important to provide inservice training for any personnel goi^.g 
into this type of project. 

3. Staffing ^ 

During the first six weeks the students acted as the home visit- 
ing teacher on a one student per family basis. In most cases a close 
relationship developed betye^en s^dent and family vith the student 
gaining a great deal of information about and taking a special interest 
±n "her family". For the remaining ten weeks the project coordinator ' 
and assistant each maintained contact with nine families. " Tlie out- 
comes and our. suggestions are based on informaticJti gained from', both 
the above groups. 

Ini^ddition Co oharacteristic3' valued for all 'teachers it soon be- • 
came obvious that staff operating in home-based program would hfeed 
to'hav$ particularily good orginizational arfd relating- skills, 
first because of the independent nature of the job in arranging and 
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making visits, maintaining materials and records, and other responsi- 
bilities. Not only does the home visitiiijg teacher have to relate well 
to children of various ages but also to moms, dads, older siblings^ 
other significant adults in, the home setting and to a wide range of 
professionals in the Community. < - ^ ' ^* 

It was felt that the above were personal qualities that one 
either possessed or not while the following are desirable skills and 
knowledges that could be learned: 

1. Broad knowledge of child development. Parents looked to 
the visif^or as a .resource person who could help them 
understand their children's behavior, growth and develop- 
ment or lack of it. 
;2, Sound knowledge of the scope and sequence of skills and 
concepts to be developed by young children. 

3, Ability to diagnose children's levels of development and 
know what activities and experierices the child would benefit 
from, \^ 

4. Knowledge of materials available to provide for children's' 
needs and the. ability to locate and/or construct additional 
more appropriate activities if those on .hand are not adequate. 

5, Sound knowledge of community resources and Vhat services 
would be available to families such as health units, referral 
centres, dental clinics. 

6. Knowledge of local resource pecpple, health nurses, social 
worker, school principal. 
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Regarding the qualities of the' home visitor we woulc( recopmend very 
careful selection of a person based on the above skills ahd qualities 
with consideration given to previous experiences with family and 
community groups as well as some form of initial orientation through 
workshops, seminars or whatever procedure best suited the situation 
and needs of the home visitors. 

. ^ Our experience would lead us to conclude that the limits and duties 
of the home visitor be clearly defined and she be encouraged to' refer; 
families to the appropriate agency or community worker when the situa- 
tion requires. However, the home visitor often seemed to provide an 
outside, adult contact which the parent (s) looked to for support and 
it^was felt that the home visitor played as important a role in inter- 
acting with the adults as in her interactions with the phildrep^. 

The procedure of visiting each family every two weeks and allowing 
half a day per family^^^ulwed sufficient time and flexibility, to 'be. 
a useful model to foljpw, of course one would have to take into 
account the number of families to be visited, distances between families 
and time required for maintenance of materials and records, and the de- 
gree of intervention required. In our project the visitors alternated 
one day vis-iting and one day repairing materials, writing up logs and 
attending to other related duties. If materials could be stored and 
maintained in one central place by ancillary^ staff the home visitor 
could spend more time actually visiting and interacting with families. 
It is likely that families well exhibit considerable variation in the 
amount of visiting required. ^ ! 
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4* Kits and toterials ' " , 

Each stipdent in the project prepared t;wo kits, the^irst 'specially 
geared to meet the specific neeSs and interests of a particular family 
with consideration being given to siblings, past experiences, parental 
attitudes, concerns, level of 'development and interest of a specific 
child. 

Hhe, second kit, which was to be circulated to a number of families* 
was designed to provide worthvzliile experiences for a hh to 5h year 
bid child in eleven different areas of his development. 

Although the categories used in th^ second kit provided a well 
rounded range of experiences it was found that a "general" kit was not 
appropriate in meeting specific needs, interests and levels of develop- 
ment for each child, nor did it always provide for the total family 
situation in terms of safety for younger children, items to involve 
siblings and concerns of parents. 

In light of this we would recommend that materials be stored under ' 
categories vith sequenced materials being prepared for each category. 
The home visitor having a knowledge of. the family could then make up 
a kit by selecting from each category mate^^ial appropriate to the 
family she was about to visit. 

Each kit contained a combination of teacher made and commercially 
prepared materials which not only provided an interesting variety of 
experiences for the children, but acquainted the parentsyith types 
of materials they might buy (e.g., story books, blocks, lego,^etc.) 
ai)d a wide range of activities that cftiild easily be made from found 
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tC'rials (e.g.^, bp t ties and tops, buttons, egg cartons, etc.) 
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♦Altho gh the parentS|an^staff evaldated the materials as having 

■good general appeal it was /ound that some required a great d€al of> 

supervision (which was difficult in some hdme situations), some were 

not durable enough (e.g., constructed from light cardboard or plastic), 

some were too difficult to transport from home to home (e.g., fish,. 

plants, rope ladders) while some even though safety, had been discussed, 

tended to include objects that made' them unsafe with younger children 

1 

around (e.g., glass, small or sharp objects) 

Hie following criteria should be considered Sn the slection and/or 
preparation of materials for circulation in homes: 

* materials that could be -used creatively in a number of ways 

by a variety of childreo^at different 'age lev*e&. 
^ judicious *blend of teacher made and commercially prepar^ 
(provide ideas to parents^ for buying or making) ^ 



* utilization of easily found-materials (e.g., used computer 

paper , /cartons, cones, styrofoam packing, etc.) 

* durable ' 

* attractive and neatly prepared 

* compactness — consider size, weight, shape 

* appropr;Late for frequent w^k^s (e.g., not hula hoops, gold fish, 

etc.) 

* safety features caref ulljr*cTOfti4fia:e.d' ' r 

* variety of open ended, multi-use materials (e.g., blocks, paint, etc.) 

* self-correcting materials (e.g. ,. puzzles) 
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* if special equipment is require'd, it should be included or 

readily available (e.^., view master, record player,* cape 
^ recorder) 

\ 

Cost of Kits 

The twenty-five dollars per kit originally allocated was to cover 
commercially purchased materials to be included ip the kit such as toy 
telephone, skipping rope, books, as well as raw materi^s used to 
prepare^ materials such as gummed stickers, spray paint, nails, wooden 
cubes, and expendibles such as paper", paint and play dough ♦ Because 
two kits were prepared by each student with some of the most success- 
ful activities and materials from the first kit being included in the 

second, it is difficult to come up with an accurate cost figure for 

# 

the kits that were actually circulated for the major part of the 
project • Although it would vary from kit to kit, ^ we feel each kit. 
contained material costing from forty to fifty dollars without any 
consideration being given for ^he "woman hours" that went into 
preparing them* This may seem high for a four month project but if 
the materials were to be used over a longer period of time in a ten 
month program it would seem considerably less. The cost compares 
favorably with the one hundred dollar cost for Levenstein's 
kits (1969 a). 

Over the four month period seventy dollars and considerable time 
on the part of the two home ^visitors was spent on maintaining the 
kits. The financial, cost oftAaintenance work^yut to slightly over 
one dollar per month per kit which seems to be a reasonable amount; 



5. ^Family lavolvemfent ,' ' • , * 

Based -on family response to the questionnaire and reports by 

project staff the following outcome's were apparent; 
i) .The Project Generally 

All families involved thought it ^as a good idea in* that it provided 
something special for their kh \to 5% year old and encouraged them to 
set aside some time each week, br day, to interact with thi-s child. 
In eight families the fathers became more involved with the children 
than they had previously. Most found the length, and frequency of 
visits were "about right" but thare was a slight preference for such 
a prdject to be carried out' in the winter rather than summer .- 

ITie families that were involved in the group sessiois enjoyed them . 
and seemed to appreciate. the opportunity to interact with other adults. 
Several moms found they were unable to' att^d the group sessions, often 
'because o^ other children but felt it was a good experience for their ^ 
child. . 

All the families were pleased with the students who initially 
launched the project with several becoming ''good friends of the families 
and continuing to have contacts. ^' 

It appears that some families probably require highly' skilled 
personnel to work with them and should not be included in a student 
training project. 

It was apparent that for a few of the families this project was 
especially importanfe, fulfilling very Important needs for the children 
in terms of valuable atWitional experiences and for the parents in 
terms of outside contacts and supportive relation^^hips * 
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ii) Use of Materials 

to t>e little consistency in the reactions to the , 

materials with the exception that most seemed to prefer the activities 
in the first kit which was specifically geared to their child • Gen- 
erally the student-ma^e materials were preferred -to' commercially 
purchased, because they stimulated Idefis for things parents could 
make themselves. Materials that offered independent play opportunities, 
had a variety of uses by different age groupjs ^nd thoge that stimulated 
dramatic group play were rated more highly than the more structured 
materials • . 

In most cases it seemed^ be the mothers that took major responsi- 
bility for the care of kits although several*" indicated greater care 
of materials by their child because they knew the materials *'were 
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teacher's" or "had to-be used by other kids". 

One or two pothers indicated that the kits had been "a bother ^ - 
because they had to keep an eye on them" or "alway^^be pickii^ them 
up". Likewise, there were a few families where the visiting teaqher 
found little, or no, care was being taken of the materials. Tliis leads 
us to recommend \hat for some families it might be more appropriate 
for the visiting teacher to visit more frequently,, using materials with 
the ciiild while there but not leaving any. 

ill) Behavior and Interaction 

In such a short time it seemed there were few observable changes 
in the child's skill development and behavior and interaction with other 
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children and adults, although a few parents indicated that their child 
' seemed "more interested in school - relaf^d activities" and had "a 
greater willingness to share ideas wiph and approach adults", 

iv) Future Involvement " ^ 

Of the sixteen families who have their child enro in kinder- 
garten for 1974-75, fourteen of the mothers indicated a willingness 
to be involved as teacher aides. Several families felt they would 
like to be involved in a similar project again and even indicated an' 
interest in preparing materials and serving as a visiting resoj^rce 
person to other families. One mother indicated an ii^terest in 'setting* 
up a workshop where she and some of the other mothers could make mate-** 
- rials similar to those found in kits, Sfie was encouraged to act upon 
this idea and offered supportive consulting. 

Twelve out of the seventeen families thought it wotild-^be a goo'd 
idea to have materials available for one, two or thr^e year^lds be- 
cause it is difficult to get ideas fpr them and to get out to any 
organized program with very young children. 

It was evident, that 'after even the very limited imput possible in 
four mon^, some parents would .be able to carry on providing these and 
similar experiences to their children with very little additional 
service. Other families might have acquired these skills^ after a' 
slightly longer involvement while a few should probably have continuous 
in-home services to support ^oth chij,dren and adults. 
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We recommend that home based projects be initiated only on a 

long-term basis for a minimum of ten months, and preferably on a 

basis of continuous deij-ivery of service until families are able 'to ' 

function independently in "maintaining support for the child's 

achievement. Weaning of families should\be carefully carried out. 

6. Records * 

The records kept during the project consisted of log books, 
photographs and kit inventories. 

i) Log Books 

^' The log books prdved to be useful^ in this project far several 
reasons. . 'They provided the necessary continuity for, project staf& 
'in taking over the visits to .the families from the students. They ^ 
^also^ provided useful information for the^Prpjegt Directors in / 
eyaluating the success of the students/and for information required 
for writing the report. 

Other than that, ^in such a short project as this the log books 
were not as useful as they would probafejy be in an on-going project 
over a longer period of time. Here they would provide continuity 
and useful information in designing and providing new materials and 
experiences based on gfowth in skills and knowlddges "observed in the 
child. 

Ivliere the direction and coordinatio^. of a similar project is 

carried on by someone not directly involved, log books provide a 

■/ 

useful way of gaining information about the project. -, 
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It ^quld*b.e more useful "for quickly obtaining information for 
working with the children, or for reporting, to use a standardized 
format for the log books. In this way the staff person.would be 
alerted to certain, things to look for related to the child or family 
.such as skills' iti' certain areas, or materials available in the home. 
In this re^ect7'proj^cts-with' a research orientation would probably 
require a different -format'frojn' those with a service orientation.! 



The^workload of project staff should include an allocation o\ 
time for maintaining a log book on each f amiljr^ntT^hiW. l^hereve^- 
possible, staff should have access to pffl^^e'^assistance to type theW 
reports to gnhance readability . -^ \ 
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In all pases, it would be important to maintain an. awareness, anci 
sensxtivxty to the types of information to be included, and to the 
need for confidentiality. 

We would recommend k^^ping &g books for the duiration of a pro- 
ject fo'r use by st^ff but^they should be destroved at the discor^ion 
^ the project ditectors at the conclusion of {;he project unless 
s^cific permission hfed been giveh 'by families involved. , ' 

« 

(ii) Photographs ' • . ^ 

It was found that a photographic repord of the project was use- 
ful in : ' 

(a) stimulating interest ^nd enjoj^ent in the families (for 
some it was a new experience to see themselves in pictures) 

(b) illustrating how materials were used differently by 
different age groups^- parents, etc. 
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(c) showing^ the delight expressed by some children when the "home 
visitor" came ^ 

(d) acquaintljng other people through workshops seminars , etc. 
with some aspects of the project 

(iii) Kit Inventory 
Inventories were attached to each kit so the parents and l^me 
visitor could easily check to see that all materials had been replaced 
Furthermore, the home visitor could quickly check the inventory to 
see if any expendible items were included and what items might re- 
quire maintenance before being taken to the next family* 

7. Funding and Costs 

The problems experienced in respect to receiving funds would 
suggest that any group considering entering into a contract with 
Early Childhodd Services have a clearly written out signed agreement 
^efore comniitting any effort and ercpenditure on a program. 

E.C.S. seemed to bave.no cJaar policy on funding a special ex- 
^perinental project and regulations were changed and/ or added frequently 
with no explanation given to the Advisory Committee. 

We recomnend that tarly Childhood Services establish a clear 
policy and provide detailed pr.,cedures for submitting proposals for 
projects of tiiis nature and that funding be on a, total project basis. 

Because a number of costs were higher than anticipated, the total 
corvi- was above, the budgeted figure. As closely as can be determined 
costs Were approxinately .'^279 per child for the twenty-one original 
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target children and . i. i6 per child if we consider the forty-three 
children undec ive years-six months. On a per family basis for 
nineteen fanilies costs were $308 per family. This figure compares 
favorably with the cost of $400 to $440 per child reported in the 
literature and Is consi'derably lower than the per ^j^^ld grants pro- 
vided for the operation of E.C.S. Kindergarteiv^rogtams . 

Cost figures can not be considered reliable for other projects 
because of the unusual costs such as student training and producing * 
,the report. However, pre-service and /in-service training costs would 
be part x)f a regular project. Other costs such as administration, 
bookkeeping, typing, were performed without charge by the University 
of Alberta. 

.Although this was only a four month project the costs would not 
be tripled for a ten or twelve month project because some- costs are 
non-recurring. The cost figures obtained from this project cannot be 
considered as representative of actual costs, and budgets'' for similar 
projects would need to be worked out using specific information 
relevant to those projects. 

8. Evaluation Procedures » 

Although It might have been useful to have additional informatibn 
gathered by direct methods (e.g. interviews, checklists, etc.) on the/ 
individual children and the families in the study we 'chose not to as 
we feared it might effect the warm trust relationship which we hoped 
would build up bet<7een f-he home visitor and the family. With most 
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families a favorable rapport was" established with the home visitor and 
she xv-as viewed as a friend, confident and resource person* 

Due to limited time and financial assistance the main emphasis 
was on service, appropriateness of materials and evaluation of the 
feasibility of this method of delivery, so no follow up was done on, 
continuing involvement in programs by parents or children. In terms 
of long range 'effects it might be important to ecnsidGr future 
involvement of these families as compared to a control group who had 
not been involved in the same way prior to their child's entry into 
*a kindergarten program. 

It may be important to replicate in Alberta some of the studies ' 
carried out in the United States to establish Canadian criteria for 
evaluating various components of such projects. We would recommend 
that such proj ects be carried out on a long-term basis to enable the 
obtaining of significant results and that evaluation procedures be 
carefully and sensitively carried out. 

However, we are convinced of the validity of home based projects 
on the basis of current research and empirical observation and we 
recommend that E.C.S. give favorable consideration to the operation 
of these projects in a variety of locations using a variety of 
procedures . 
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Section V 

APPENDICES 
A to G 



Appendix B: Early Childhood Kits> 94 pages 
is available separately at a cost of $2.00 from: 



In-Hotne Project 
Department of Elementary Education 
Education Center 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 



Includes detailed lists of materials used 
in kits, objectives and suggestions for use, 
cost and source, suppliers or instructions 
for mak/ing. 

- ■/ - . ' 



' ' APPENDIX A- , 

• PROPOSAL FOR FUNDI^ ' ' ^ 

In-Home Early Childhood Edu^ion Project 
(May - August_,^74) 
Outline - ■ ' . . 

Students from the Spring (May-June) .Section of Ed. CI 404, Early Childhood Curri- 
culum and Instruction, would work on an individual basis with families having 
pfe-primary children previously uninvolved in group ^rog^^Tms. Tlie students would 
establish rapport, develop' and introduce learning kits, set up group gatherings 
for parents and children. Continuity and evaluation would be built in through 
the employment of a project co-ordinator to carry on the project through July 
and Augus.t. The purpose would be to develop parent interest and involvement 'to 
the level at which the parents themselves might apply for funding for an ECS 
project in. September. 

Objectives 

1. To determine if the stimylus provided by an in-home service will lead to 
parent involvement and continuation^ of a program. 

2. To provide an effective pre-primary experience to the children "and families. 

3. To provide students with an opportunity to utilize course theory in a rele- 
vant and meaningful way. 

4. . To provide useful information to E.C.S. regarding: 

(a) alternative ways of providing seindces to families, 

(b) parent-development techniques, 

(c) appropriate materials for kits. ^ 

5. To provide useful information to the University on training of teacher^ for 
early childhood programs regarding: 

• « • 

(a) alternative ways of making theory relevant to, practise, 

(b) techniques for implementing and internalizing theory. 
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Procedures 
Advisory Committee 



An advisory committee has been^set up. Members of this committee are: 



Doady Paddon 

r 

,Ray LaFond 

Pat Shanah§(n 

Judy Dub^ 

Sheifa Campbell 
» 

Lorene Everett 



Parent representatives to be addeti. 



City Health Services 

Social Worker 

/J 

Early Childhood Services 
Community Representatives 
University oL Alberta 
University of Alberta ^ 



Responsib ili ties 
, ^1- To make general policy decisions. 



2. To hire project co-ordinator (>lay-August) and project assistant (Jun^ IS-AugusJt) 



3. To evaluate project, 



Student Participants 
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Ed. CI 404 will run from May 6 to Jujie 14. Enrollment i* limited to 25 students 
and there are two instructors. Tinfe commitments are 9 a.V. to" 11:30 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday to Friday,, although it is -hipt expected tto adhere 



strictly to this timetable. 
An outline of the course content follows: 
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UNIVERSITY* OF ALBERTA 
Department of Elementary Education 

^ ^ Ed. CI 404 ' . 

Curriculum and Instruction in Early Childhqod Education 

Spring 1974 . COURSE OUTLINE S. D. Campbell 

^ L. M. Everett 

Course Objectives 

The course, Curriculum and Instruction in Early' ChildhoQ^^ Education, is designed 
to provide a basis for more effective ways, of working with young children three 
to eight years, through the achievement of the following objectives: 
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1. To ,provide a ratioi^alafor early childhood education within the total frame- 
work of services for children and their families. 

2. To help students become aware'of the signif icant^implications 'of child develop- 
ment for program planfiing. . " ' 

3. To develop the skills necessary for observing and assessing developmental levels 
and structuring educational experiences to' provide for individual differences; 

4. To provide opportunities for students to visits and" 'observe in ongoing programs. 

5. To guide students in an examination of basic (principles^n early childhood 
education- and aspects of early childhooi3 programs, con/idering new approaches 
and. techniques arising from the work of educaW^sJjjx&pecialized fields and 
suggesting how these may be implemented in classroom practice. 

6. : To develop a thorough understanding of all the elements essential in establishing 
challenging programs for young children, in a varie^ of settings. 

7. To aid each student in development of awaren'ess o^ siu and his personality 
and tbe effect of these on teacher-child interaction and learning. 

8. To develop understanding of the importance of and techniques' for working with 
parents, aides and the helping professions. ■ ^ 

Course Content 

The YoUng Child and His Family 

A* The family as a child-rearing environment 

B. Child development 

C» Assessment of children 

\* 

- observing and recording * 

- informal assessment* 

- establishfiig ^nd maintaining recbtds 
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II. Enhancing the 'Child's 'Environment , , 

* 

**A. Resources ^ 

- organizatipnal and personnel 

- 'curriculum materials . 

- reference materials ** 
*- personal resources 

B. Organization - , , , \ 

- program models 

- utilization of space, equipment and materials . ' * 
r-, program planning • goals, time, groupings 

, - involvement of community resources, resource persons and parents 

- activities (SS^imulat^ and foS'ter development ' ^ ^ 

C. Developraenf^of a social aud emotional climate to foster growth and learning 

- guiding the child's behavior 

^ - personal relationships and interactitins among parents, children and teachers 

Home Finding « ' ' 

The number of homes will be determined by the number of students in the course. 

* 

Because we feel that students will need the support of working In pairs, we antici- 
pate approximately twelve homes. We hope these homes can be secured through ' 
suggestions from District Health Nurses, Social Workers, Day Care Services, Emer- 
gency Home Maker Services, and Early Childhood Services Consultants. 

Criteria for, family selections: ^ . • ' 

1. The main criterion will be the presence of a dhild who will be Eligible fot ^ 
an early childhood services program September, 1974. 

2. The recommending agency feels the child would benefit from some preschool ' 

\ 

learning experiences. . ' ' 

3. The mother is in the home during the day and is willing to participate in the- 
program. \^ ' ^ L . 



»4. There appears ito be a good possibility that thefetudents will be able to work 
effectively with the family. 

■ ' ' • *■ 

5, The presence of additional younger or older siblings- might be worthwhile bpt " 

not a necessary factor. . , " . ^ 

Project Staff ' * - • . ' 

* * 
A. Supervision of Student Training Component 

Lorene Everett, M/ Ed..^ " Sheila Campbell, M. Ed. 

Assistant Professor Sessional Lecturer 

Dept. of Elementary 'Education * Dept. of Elementary Eduction 
University of Alberta . University *of Alberta 




Facilitating studentr acquisition of theory, and to provide guidance and direc- 
tion In student involvement. 

B. Project Co-ordinator * , • 

i \ ^ * 

To be hired by the advisory committee for the period from May 1, 19 74 to 

August 31, i974. ' ' , 

Responsibilities: % - ^ > 

1. Prior to commencement of course (May 1-n6) 

(a) make arrangements, for suit^able ho^es, * " ^ 

(b) carry X)ut organizational duties related to project.. ' 

2. During the cour$e (May 6.- June 14) ' 
p * V 

(a) works largely under the direction of course instructors to: 

- prepare resource materials for use by students 

- supervise resources for student use 

- maintain records on project 
■ - Other activities relevant to project. 

3. During the period June 17 to August 31: 
(a) continuing co-ordination and. record keeping,- 
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• (b) on-going horfe visiting. and exchange. kits,, 

♦ ' ^ * ' ' ' , ■* ^ ^ 

tc) genera;:ing parent interest with the possible, out come being parent 

'* , , . operation of the program, ^ ^' . • . 

>■ ' • 

^(d) preparing a project report in constil^tlon witivall parties involved 

^ ' • ' 'Ok 

Qualifications: ' ' " ' f T 

Criteria for consideration might include: ^ 

Training and experience in work with'chll^en and parents. .Possession oi 



^ Ed. CI 404 would be ilesirablev Personal qualities nedfes^sapr to work 

^ effectively 4?ith families. / ^ - ' ^^^^^s 

C. Project Assistant 

•v. 

; T° be hi^ed for, the period Jun^ 15, 1974 to August 31,^1974 to assist tlje 
. ' ' ^ co-ordinator in home visititig' and kit exchange. Works under the direction 'of 
the co-prdinator. ' ' 

^v ^ . Qualificatiops : / • * , ^ 

, To bd 'determined by advisory co^ttee. It is anticipated this might be one 
of the students from the Spring .Sessi.on Section of Ed. CI 404. V 

^ . . . ■■■ \ . ^ 

. ^ ' * ' Tentative Project Outline 



April Initial meeting of Advisory Committee. 

Co-ord^nator is hired by Advisory committee. 

May 1 - 3 Co~ordinator confirms families on project. ^ ' 

/ , * ~ ' , 

Project^- Ed. CI 404 Integration 
^ ' May 6 - June 15 

VField Wo rk (Project) Course Content 

. ^ ^ }° ' , The Family as a Child Rearing. Environment 

Orientation • , Inter-^gersonal Skills 
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D;5 ;•/ 

- / 



Field Work (Project) (con't) . Course Content (con't) 



/ 



7 • 



2 visits to ECE prog;raiiis 



May 13 - 17 , 
■^In-home' visi^s^ 
- gettip^ to know family 
and child (ren) ' j 
(2 visits*) 

'May 21 - 24t ' ' ' 

Introduce kit to family 
(2 visits') 



. May 27 - 31. 
Follow-up visit to ^family. 

~- Visit to ECE program 

June 3-7 ' 

June 4 - Group session 

h famili^ 
June 6 - % 'families 

Video • ' 
\ Select new^kits 

June 10 T>^14 

June 11 - Group* selssion ^ 

all families' 
i$ 'parents> "observing atid 
discussing" 
parents "parenting sjcilis" 



Observation ' and' Recordirfg 
"Child Development ^ 
Informal Assessment 
Films : Earjy Years 

' Cognitive Development 
EsT::ablisHing and Maintaining Records 



Resources ' • <e 

Learning Experiei^aes 
Planning and Preparitig Kits 
(one kit 6ach team) \^ 



Program.-models * ' ' 

Film: i Primary Education ih EnglariS 
P,reparing second kit %or team. 



Organizing Resources for Group Program ' 

- tim'e, space, equipment, community, 

PlannJ.ng and preparing for group sessions next week, 

S^cope and Sequence in Curriculum i^lanning 
Learning Centres 
GF^ld Guidance 

Planning and Preparing* for Group Sessions next week. 



/ 



Guidance 
Evaluation 



June 13 



June 15 



June 17 - August 31 
Last week August 



- Group session" ^* 
reverse above 

- Ed. CI 404 ends 

Hiring of Project Assistant ' > *\ 

■» 

- In-home visits continue ; 

Exchange kits first week and every 2 weeks afterwards 

- Meeting of parents to evaluate project and discuss future 
possibilities. This meeting might be- held earlier 'if 
project co-ordinator feels if is necesfeary. " , . 
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Last week of August , (con' t) ' - Project report prepared by Project Co-ordinator. 

(con't) / ' " ' " Final meeting of Advisory Commiy*ee to'review 

' • project and project report. , / , 



> Project Budget 



Student Training Component • . 

Student Bus Passes'; 25 x ^15 (1^^ month?) , $375 

Project Co-ordinator 1^ moiithV (9 '$500/lQonth 750 
' ' • ' • 'I. , $1,125 , * 

Parent-C^ild 'Developroent Component ' / * * ' * 

Project Co-ordinator* 7h months ^ $5O0r/^dnth 1,250 , - ,^ 

. Project .Assistant ^.months @ $45p/month 1,125 ^' 

25 kits (9 $30 (If ttie program is not con- * y 

* .tinued In Sept, thele will be turned over , C , . ' 

/to an in-home project.) , 750 ,* ^ * " ^ ^ 

Co-ordinator/assistant mileage ' 200 

Record-keeping materials , * ' 50 v * ' , r ^ * 

Contingency 100 . 

Transportation for parents to group sessions ; 200 * 

Refreshment-s and expendable materials for \ , • 

, group sessions ' ' ' ' ^ 50 * 

. ' ' V . ' . ' . . $3,725 ^ , 



TOTAL -^$4,850 



The University Kindergarten premises would be . 
available for the ^rSup sessions at no charge* 
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DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
» FACULTY or kOUCATION 

f*HOMC (40S) 4S2*427S 




THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
EDMONTON, AtSERTA, CANADA 
Tao 2Q«. - . * 



) 



May 14, 1974 



Dear... 

This Is to introduce 



\ 



who is a visiting home teacher for our In-home Preschool Project.- She 
will lie coming to your home for the n^xt few weeks to bring kome toys 
and games andsfo visit and work ^>ith your child, just as if was in 
nursery, school. Most childifeji take soine time to feel comfortable with 
a stranger, so please stay with your child during the visits so that 
your child feels safe artdAiappy, 1 . 

We hope that you W.11 be able to play some of the games and other 
• things with your, child when the teacher is not there, ^ ^ 

This pro*ject, il3 sponsored by the, Project Advisory Committee in asspc'ia- 
tiionjfwith'the University of lAlberta, Department of Elementary Educa-^ 
ti'on. Costs of the project are being paid for by tfie Early Chiidhood^ 
Services Branch of* the Government of Alberta,- ' ' 

We hope that you and your child will enjoy this project. 

Sincierely,^ * - ^4 * . 



('Dorothy Howard ^ 
^ Project Coordinato'r 
j for the Project 

/Ic ■ ' • - 



J 
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APPENDIX D 

Table JL ^ ' 

Schedule of visits made by project co^ordinator • 

'■ , • ■ f 



•Family 



I 



'Day 



Date 



7^ 



Monday 



June 
17 



^ July* 



15 



29 



12 



Tuesday 



18t* 



-.16 



30 



13 



.am . 



holiday 



"pm 



^•We^inesday 



19' 



17 ' 



.31 



14 



3 



- Thu:|?sday*^ 
am 



20 



la 



Augus t 
1 



15 



lollday 



pm 



Friday 



Monday 



5 
7 



am 



21 



holiday- 



V 



19 



16 



24 



holiday 



22 



19 



V 



Tuesday 



9 



23 



20 



Wednesday «fS 



26 



10 



24 



7 -. 



,14 
, 15 



am 



pm ■ 1/ 



.r 



Thursday 



27 



11 



25 



22 



T 



Friday 
' pm 



28 



12 



26 



23- 



03 
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^ ' , ■ Tablfe 2 . . . ' 

» ■ Schedule 'of ^sits mdde bV project assistant. 



Family 



Dace 




Monday " 



Tuesday 



June ^ 

, > 

1/ 



18 



July 
•I 



'2 



J 



, 29 



30 ' C 



13 
holiday 



12 



Wednesday 



17 "^-7? 



•'Bl 



Thursday i 



19 
11 



am 



pm 



20 



18 



-Augus t V 



■1 . . 



/ 



1 . 



14 



Friday 



21 



5 • 



15 



9 2 



Monda^ 



9 
1-2 



am 



PP 



24 



22- 



holiday 
holiday 



46 



19 



Tuesda^ ' 



25 



23 



y6 



20 



17 



Wednesday 

anv 
» ■> » 

pm 



26 



10 



24 



21 V 



I 



10 



Thursday 



Friday 



am. 

pm 



27 



28 



•11 



12 



25 



26 



9 .. 



22 ' ' 



APPENDIX E ■ 
TabU 1 



ivAtjtendarice'^at first group '.sessions 



( .-.3 



Family 



. ^ . 1 

•« ' 2 
. 4 



^5 
'6. 



8 



\ 



9 

. 10 . 
11 

12 ■ 
13 

16 ' 

N.'A 



TOTALS ; 



iJniversity Kindergarten 



'T 



/ 



M 



Jikie 4 th- 
(yellow ■ 
gr^pup-y, 

Reason for 
'atlure io 
ttQnd 



0/- 



N 



no rea^^^fT^ 



J 

Sick 



'I 



June 5th 
^ (blpe 
^ .gKoup) 



Tj^ Tajrget qhild 
. M'V Mother ' < 

/ / Y^ather- 
■'S yTSyj lings ; 



Reason for 
failure to 
attend 



mother in 
hospital 



on 



h()lid'^y 



doctor's 
appointcien 



June 6th \ 
(white 
group) 



r 



2 0 



Season^ for 
failure to 
^tend 



'r ': 



1 i 



fath'er «did 
not. 

family 'had 
moved 



KEY 



V 



•v. 



« APPENDIX E 
Table 2 



Attendance at.'secor\\3^ group(,i'dssi"ops • ' f 



Family 



1 X 

2 



•4 
' 5 
' 6. 



1 



8 
9' 















12 


' / 






13- • 


i/ 


1^ 


i « 1 


15 ■ 




16 r^' 




17, ' 
• 


• V 


18 




19 


4 



TOTALS 
\ 



Centennial Xi^sxy 



(Project assistant/ s 
families) 



< 



M 



i/ 



4 
0 



*Reason-*for 
failure to 
' attend 



0i 



-x 



0 



f I . . 

no reason . 

doctor ^s app^. 



/ 



moved lost 
to praject 



/ 



May fair park' 
July 18th. 



V 



(Project coordinator's 
families) 

,Jleason for 
tailurq to 
actend 



X 

V 

V 



M 
V 



,-F 



11 



R 



/ * 



\ 



holidajrs 



missing ^f rom 
^ project 



doctor's appt)intment 

moved - temporarily ^ 
lost to project ' 



APPENDIX k> 
Table 3 



Attendance at .final group sessioxi^ 

* Laurier Fark and Storylmid Valley Zoo. 



FAMILY 
♦ " ^/ ' ' 


• / 


• T 


• 


V 

'■ — 




R 

} 


> 


1 


• 












• 






y 






3 




- > 






. v' 








• 

V 






) 






• 


'3- 






J 












• 


• t 

* ' * 6 


f 












• 


*> 










2 ' 






8 . ' . . 






• 










1 

/ 9 ■ 




















« 




























12 - - . 








1 






- 13 « 




V 




* 


> 
















• 






















15 
















16 ■ 




v 






M - 






17 






* 




2 






















> . 19 




./ 






- 1 






^TOTALS 




9 




0 


10 


.3 . ■ 





REASON FOR FAILURE TO;ATTEND 



holidays 




1 J 
; holi^dys 



missing from *project 



.holidays 
holidays ' 
no reason^ 
holidays 



^sick 



moved— lost to project 



I- 



\ 
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> - 



V. 



' ... 



• APPENQJX E 
Table 4 



\ 'Tcrtal ribmber of group sessions att^ded by » 



♦ ^ 'i 



•■/t 



0 



: ' .15 

^ . 17 

^ as 

■ 19' 



3, 




4 




• 5 
















8 


« 


'9..' 








J.0 ■>. 




11 








12 '. 




1 




13' 







\ 











•3 . 








2 ' 


. J 

s •. 


0 


1 \ - 


* 


3 




•s ■ 




X 




1 




1 




3 




^1 " . 




3 ■ 





Iren attended all" 
any* *# 



accompanied by mother \ 

- / 



.<i. 



• 1 
-.0 " ^ 

■ 2 

I 

3 

■ 1'. 
-2 

-fO 
O- 
*_3. 
''3 
6 
1 

<■ i: 

0" 

. p 



group sessions, 5 attended two, 6 attended one, - 



7 °^ ■ 

pegsions/ 3 attend 



attended two, 5 attended on(^ and 7 did 
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6 target cliil\i 
f and^- l did not attend' any 
4 parents ^attended all group 

'not attend. < . * . • ^ 

9'mothe'rs accompanied, their child each tUihe he attended a group session, 7 parents 
^never accompanied their* cliild. 



'i 



V 



-j5 . 



DCl40/i 
>rln^ 1974 
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AEPENDIX- F 
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM 



Please rate tfee laboratory experience: Succ^sful — >Not very successful 



il.. As a learning experience for you- 



Comment :• 



' 2 



4r 



2. Success in meeting the following objectives: 

^ 2.1 To provi(J^ students with an opportunity, 
to ui^ilize** course theory* in a relevant 
^ and meaningful v/ay.^ * 1' ♦ 2 

2.2 To* provide techniques for internalizing 
theory. ' \ 1 # 2 

2.3 To provide techniques for implementing 
theary, - 1 • 2 

Providing ait effective' pre- 

primary exp'erience to the . 

child (ren-^. ' • . * 1 2 

2.5 Inv/lving-^ the parent in , learning 

experiences for tlie child, • * 1 2 



3 ? 4 
0 



3. Jifliich^ aspects ,of course" theory were you able -to utilize anc^ 
implement through the project? 
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What -was the most effective aspect of the project. £or the child?% 



£or the^pairent? 



'J- 



About^'how many hours did you spend: 
If "^ftavelling to and^ f rofn homes 

2. ActuarULy in the home , 

' - * r 

3. Preparing an4 planning- kit materials 



4. Recording in logbook 
0 



TOTAL HOURS 



V 



r^' 



hoi^rs 
]^ours 
hours 
hours 



Were there any parti^cular problems that you encounteredXthrough 
•your involvemg'nt in. the Project? ■ ' . 



7.' What' us your opinion on\of feriTtg this type of project ^ lab* , 
experience 'for ED CI 404 in the future? ' 



8. I^iich aspects of the project, v/ere most valuable for you^ 



J, f 



IQ. x\ny other comments, sjigge'stions, etc? 



TIIMK YOU for your enthusiask and .participation! 
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9- ^iHiich, aspects were least valuable?, j , ^ . *^ 



o 



0 



4 



' ^ / APPENDIX^G ; * 

QUESTIONS AilD iffiSPONSES FOR THE ' » 
'., QUESTIONNArRE FOR THE PARENTS INVOLVED IN .^'^ 
' ■ , .THE IN-HOME 'SERVICE PROJECT: . 

I: PROJECT: ' ^ 



1) What were your expectations fo^r ^he project? ^ * 
. ANSWgRS : a) 8 out of.*17 didn't know * " / 

b) J-'had expected more difficult: materials specifically geared 

for my child" 

c) 2 -thought it' would help their child get reaSy for kinder^ai;jten 

d) "slje learned- quile a bit^^out of it - I *didn' t^;;fi«.m expect^^ 
> that." . ^ . ^ \^ , \ ^ 

e) "I expected'the student to come once a week initially - so 

I expected more from my chxld^academically. I was setting 
aca^demic» goals for him, but this became realistic afterwards." 

f) "I' just ejcpected a teacher to come and spend time and this 
J is what happened." * * ^ ■ 

/ ^ . ^ A 

2) How do you feel about the projecty Have you encounter 

prol^lems or benefits? . 
ANSWERS; a) Weryone though it was a good idea. 

b) "The jjtuf f was all oyer the house and we were cluttered up - 

worrying about the^lt." ^ ^ j 

c) "I would have liked him to always have it by^himself - V. is 

I ; > 

always bugging him." 



id any p-artictilar 



• • * 

• dl "Only problem is that they break some of the' toys;" -*2 ' 

parents said this. " , . " / 

e) "Thexe were new games which^the parent ,can play with the ^ild. 
. He is not afraid of school now," ;^ \ . 

f) -"seemed to.be more ideal for young children,"' -J /^^^^'^^^ 
^/ g) "I have learned more about him by watching and I learned what 

/ I should expect from him", ^ 

h) "It gave, him more /stimulation", 

' • • i) 2 said "It helped them." ' ' '[ 

. ~ . - ' Mi. 

' . , ' \ .\ ' 

3. _ Have' you any comments about the time of year during which the project 

took pl'ace? ■ ' ( • ' 

ANSWERS : a) 4 said NO , ' ' ' * • ; 

- 

b) 6 'thought it was good in the summer 

^ c) 7 thought it woul,d be better in the w^^t(^r« 

4. Have 'you any comments about the length of the project?, > 
ANSWERS : a) 1 answered NO i * 

b) 6 thought it .was too short 
< c) 10 thought it was just right ' ' ' ■ "• 

d) one menfion^ that, if it was in the winter it could be longer. 

5. Have yo\i any commen/s about the visits' i,e. number, frequency etc. ? 

/ ^ . w • 

ANSWERS: a) 5 said once a, week would be better 

* b) 3 said NO ' 

c) 9 said it was all right 



/ 









♦ « • 


• 










• • 




• 




c 

y 




• * 

4) one mother said she wouldn''t have mihdeU if the teacher came"^ 


t 








• 


twice a week. . 
was your reaction to the student/s,^ who visited? ' 






• 


6. 


What 






^ ■ 


ANSWERS: 


a) 17 out of 17 said they really liked her. 




- 


• 






b) "Itjjta«, nice.to see how the students ^e prepare^d at university. 












I have an idea now about her training. , " 


* 










^ « — — • 

*c) "She was friendly and easy to get along with." ♦ 








7. 


What 


was ,the reaction to or involvement in the project of other adults? 










i.e. 


husbands, relatives, neighbors. . 








ANSI^RS: 


a) 2, said they had. no reactions 6r involvement. 

b) 8 'husbands got involved. ^ . . ' . * " 








/ 




• 

c) 7 ^aid that neighba/s and relatives, thought it^was a good 
Idea. * 




\ 








d) "My'Kusband had never been involved in anything like this be- 




; 


t 


• 




fore and we were all amazed at the little' tfiings that could 
be done." 

e) "My neighbor thought it was really good because there are nb 

kindergartens around." 

f) Boyfrien/said "I think it's a go6d idea - you* re doing a really 
good job - Hope 1^11 see you again^tiext ye^r." ' ^ 

g) "My husband liked it at first but since we' had the fight he 




y 


• 






didn't have nothing to do with it." . ^ 

\ 






f 




• 


\y r 

\ ■ ■• 

\ 110 • ■ 


\ 


r 



•MSWERS:'^.a) 5 mothers unable to attend but they said their children who 



8. How do you |eel about the grouo sessions? 
5 mothers unable to atteni 

weat really enjoyed*;them. ' ^ 

•i 

. ^) 1 father wouldn-'t allow his family to go. 

. c) Everyone who attended said they really enjoye.d them. 

* ** * * o * 

' , ^) "^t was- interesting to get to know people - I never get out 

, ' much , , • 

^ * "^t helped open my eyes about how/you can get in^^d play 

\[ with your child J' ^ 

f) "r would really Uke to get to know everyone better." 

/ ■ ' I 

IJ. MATERIALS ; , ■ , 

1. What Is your opinion of the choice of the materials in the kits? ' 
ANS^gRS: a) 9 'said "They're good." . ■ . » 

„ „ "Some were good, some weren't s'ome .things \fere too level 

for him." , ^ 

c) "Certain things to meet certain goals and objectives were 

written down - they did a fantastic job." 

d) "He got more ^enjoyment from home 7 made toi^s than ones that 

were bouglit." . ^ ! 



e) "Some he did often, some he didn^t touch,;" 

f) "I ipijAff rkd educational Taa/;erials rathe/r than just toys." 

■ > ■ r . ■ .. . 

. V ■ 



4! 



2* -^ich ma^terials or ideas ^in kits -were completely new .to your child,. 



or, yo.u? 



J, 



ANSWERS ; felt baards, design cards and styro^ foara, garden pictures, song 
• books, puzzles, alphabet cards, painting, ^plctur^ dominoes, 
• all of the home - made "things, • magnets , siphon, scales, finger 
\ painting, smell kits, feel boxes, classification pictures, cans 

with clothes pihs,* // book .with, buttons , shake kit, baby harness, 
nuts and boltSj elastic board with, nails, water play/ 

3. VThich 'materials or ideas would you be inclined to use in the future? 
ANSV/ERsf a) 3 saJLd "I don't know." 

b) 3 said "just about' everything." " -3' 

c) felt bo'ands, woqd building blocks, styrofoam shapes, paints, 
diffei;ent'colorlrd discs, design catds, dice game, ABC's awd 
numbers, games you can play with your child, weigh pcales, 
picture dominoes, puzz^-es, books, ►matching activities, nuts 
and bolts, smell kits, .gluing, cutting, co^^ring activities^^ 
Rocket Ring Toys. 

4, To what extent were the kits used during the two >reek periods -in which 

'they were left in ^our home? \^ 
ANSWERS: a) 9 answered 'frequently " ^ * - ^ 

b) 3 answered 'hot very mucH' because it was summer and ^hey would 
pla^r^glitside - ; , * 

c) "Not as much as I would have liked to have see^." 



d) "The ^first week everyday'^) 2 mothers * - - , 
" "The 2nd week - .ver^r little'') * ^^^^ 

e) "Whenever the little on^ was put to sleep, h^ would play with 



5. P/ho took respbnsibiltiy ror the care of the kits? If the responsibility 
was solely yours how did you cope with jit? 

ANSWERS ; . a) 13 said "! did." •* K ' ' 

" ' ' • ' 

b) 3 said. the responsibiltiy was shared^ / ^ 

c) on6 said that after the first kit they learned to put them 
a\^ay. ^ • 

d) "If there were other children playing with it, I kept an eye 

on it and vwould check thtough It when ^they had finished," ^ 

e) "Frustrating at times," y 
• , f) Supervised while they had it - one thing at a time</' ^ 

g) "It was bery hard sometimes." ' \ 

, ' h) "IThen they argued or fought over Tt, I would take it ^ away." 

, i) "The two older ones took care of it quite abit." . 
j) "I Would put it up on the shell av^ay from her." ; 

6. Have you notjLced any ways in which your child has .gained more of a 

sense of responsibility for the care of materials? 
ANSWERS ; a) 2 said NO ^ % . ' • ' 

b) one said he's always ha<d a good sense of responsibility. 
^* c) *^he 'always puts them back in the same box, he knows where* 

they go."^ ^ ^ 



/r 



/ 



dY "he rea;j.izes that it has to be used again by other children 
so he toik carfe of 'it'." ' .( ' 

"these 'toys he knows he has to take care of because they're 



teachers' -V his own toys he wrecks more 



p "When theres other children arouffd, he maKes sure that they 
don't get wrecked, but he's not so, careful wl^en h^ is ^y 
himself." ^ ' * . \ ' 



/ > 



^4 



lil.' BfeHAVIOR AND INTERACTION ;> . 
1. Have you s'e,en any changes in your child's .behavior as result of 



' being involved 'irt this project? 
(ii) HiJ skili' Development? 
ANSI^RS ;^a) 3 said NO 

b)^;} just .said YES 



T 



V ■ 

r 



c) "more stimulation" 

• • I 1 

d) "he's learned iiumbei:s alot more" 

e) "scissors, pasting and coloring" 

f) "counting YES r but she cap^'t read yet, T have to^ read to'her./' 
t) ^.'^Wwasn't interested^in drawing .and, painting before^Aow ^ * 

he loves it^'" 

h) "he usrgd to be frightened of finger painting l^nd school - now 
he isn't at all/L^ , ^ 



(iii) His Interaction with' other Children? 



1 1 
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• ANStffiRSi a) 10 said that they haven't really noticed any changes - they've. 

- ^ 

- always gotten along well. , 

b) "he picks on ^the younger oneV 

c) '.Jhe plays more"^ 

' ^ \* d)- "if there's only .2 he'^ fin4 - If a 3rd one comes along he 
just fights." • * 

. e) "he'^ gqt a few more things in cfbmmon to talk about' now" 
^ . ^f) "she teaches th^ younger children now" 
i g) "she plays school all the time.". 

(iv)- His* Interaction with other Adults? ' * , ^ (} 

AMgWERS ; a) 7 said NO - ' . 

b) "he's learning his ma^ners^ 2 said this' 
^ . c) "always shoWs th^ kits to grandmothgr and relatives 

df) "he's more interested - he likes to chat'- 'just like he's 
fgrown up." . ^ ' * 'A' ^ 

e) "she's getting a little less shy." 2 said this [ ' ^ 

f) "if he doesn^t like someone he 'can be a little Hellian, if 

he likes someone lil:e' you he alw ay ' follows them ai^ng." 
(v) His interaction with you? ' 

ANSWERS : a) 11 said NO . ' ' . ^ 

i ■ > . 

b) "more occasion for him to ask me to j.bin in" 

c) ' "he listens Better." " ' ' 

d) "grown up a bit more." ' ' * 
r ^ , e) "wherf we're doing .things together there's, a gqpd relationship .v 



- \ 



He has a need. to be recognized and to do his wn fchingj' 
f> "hi's nicer/' ^ 



g) "she tells us 'things." 
p(vi) his interests -^were they broadened?, 
ytf^SWERS: a)/4 said just Y6s 



b) 1 said just NO * ^ • ' i 



c) "she likes 'to color and try to read," 

d) ^"Yes. - he, likes blocks to biftld," • I 

e) "he's more interested in attending kindergarten - he asks - 
^ Is' this what kindergarten;!^ like?". 2 said' this 

fO "Yes - he realizes that he can -30 more," 
-g^-ilyes -"the things that. caught his eye. were very^ interesting 
to film." 



h) "Yes "because he Jias had »more stimulation' 

i) "she knqws^ how to count now," 



t 



rv. FUTURE: 



1. If^a similar project were being planned In the future what' suggestions' 

^ would you Itnakfe? ^ 
MSWERS : a) 7, had no sugges tions ^ - ► 

^ ^ b) 4 said they^ would pre:^er to have it in the winter 



c) 'ILTie visits could belnore often." 



d) "I .would like to see It geared raofe for the individual' child," 



if 



■ . • 10 

■ ' ■ ; ^ , ■ ^ - <. 

^ e) "I dbn't think someone shbuld' get involved if, they have a \ ' 
, ■ baby.'i 

f) "Take»out the baby toys I.e. xylophone, Duzzles, ' horses 

g) "To have ^ the teacher come in once more*during the week in 

addition to t^;>e time when she brings the. kit," 

h) ."Some stuff is easy to break, you can't always^ be watching \^ 
1 what they're doing." 

4 ' . 



1. -How would you feel about being Involved' in -it? 
ANSWERS ; a) 2 said NO • ' 



b) '4 there was no comment * ^ 



c) 7 just said -.YES . : ^ 



I 



'A said they wouldn't mind being in the teachers role 6r help 
\ make* kits r- these people ^had no younger children. 
2. How do you feel about a kit of materials being made available for a 

^ ch:ild.in yoi^: family aged ly lj or 3*? c - 

ANSWERS: a) 12 just said '^that's ' 



b) "that would be 2ood b 
of things to do' with 



i good id4a". 

icause your constantly toying to think 
them" 

c) "they'd learn more - bost mothers don't make time to sit down 

V ^ ^ ' 

^ with them an<f teach them.""' 

p "It would help mother get an Idea of what to do with them." 

e) "Home-made toys seem to occupy them." 

K3 • 
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3, Are you sure that your child will be attending kindergarten in S^pt./74? 

ANSWERS ; - a) 16 said "Yes for sure'* , * % • 

] ^ ' ^ ^ ^' ' • 

U) One is enrolled but is on a waiting- list/ -v this is the family 

' that moved to Leduc. • ' 
c) I don't think L. (husband) will 'allow It, 

4. What will yqur involvement be in this program?' (Kindergarten) " 
ANSWERS: -a) "I don't know, it will be hard tp get a baby-sitter." 

b) one mouther said that she will b^ unab^le to^ help because she 
is^- going to ^ry to go bdck to work. 
^ " c) one mothfer just said "I won't be able to."- • j 

i d) 14 mothers are qi^ite wMling.lo be ^n aide to the teacher 

Vhen asked. $ome know for sure wheA >fchey will be doing this. 

e) -5 mothers are on some sort of committee for the kindergarten 

i.e. Advisory Committee, telephone commi'ttge, irooster committee. 

f) * One mother said , , » - 



"I finld it exciting in a way. It makes bfeing a housewife 
"and a mother more interesting. Back to observing and leamitfg 
and away from the humd;:ums of housework." 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD KITS 
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Created by Students frc/m 

Ed. CI 404 Curriculum & Instruction in Early iltiildh'ood 
^ , under the direction of ' - " * 

Lorene Everett Shefla Campbell . 
Assistaat ^Professors 
J / 

■i / r . • ^ ■ ^ 



Departi^ent of- Elementary Education 4 

♦ 

y University of Alberta • ' ^ 

t 

V 

Spring 1974 ^ * 



Kits and Materials 

4 



This^ ^ppehdij: contains the%outlines of the kits' sh'owing the cur- 
ricult;m area, the material included' in the kit for that'area, the sue- 
ge^ted uses for the material, '-th^ source of the material ot the idea 
for the mater<ial -and wherever possible the approximate cost. The 

.project stkff. i;eviewed thee^lists .after the project concluded and 

"* ' * . ' • 

used the"* following ^ code to identify materials with particularly de- 

sirable or undesirable characteristics, ' 

* • . ) ' . ■ 

Desirable Characteristics* ^ ' ' 

* 1 wide appeal to different levels an^ ages 

^ 2 'highly attractive to children 4 h -'5 %'yrs, 

* 3 successful in developing skill 1^ the particular curriculum area 



* 4 parents expressed approval 



* 5 kppealed to younger ^sibling* 



Undesirable Ch'aracteristics t - * , * 

1 not durable ot of, Inferior quality 

2 considered t^ be dangerous 

/^.-3 not challenging enough for most children aged 4 to 5 % years - 
^ 4 difficult to transport 

*^ 5 considered unsuitable and removed before kits ware circulated. 

For a complete description of h'ow the kits and materials were de- 
*velope/l and used see the section o^ Ki^ts and Materials in the body of 
, the report,, , s' ^ . • 
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